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Greek     SEC 17                                                    (Not available in September) 
Syllabus                                                                               Paper I (2 hrs) + paper II (2 hrs) 
 
Introduction 
 
The syllabus which is here presented has been designed to lead to a teaching syllabus and scheme of 
examination which will provide: 

 
(a) a system which differentiates between candidates on the basis of positive achievement rather 
than failure; 
(b) a system which enables all candidates to gain grades according to their competence. 

 
Aims 
 
The aims of a course in Greek leading to the award of a Secondary Education Certificate should be: 

 
(a)  to form a sound basis of skills, language, and attitudes required for further study; 
(b) to offer insights into the culture and civilisation of Ancient Greece; 
(c) to provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation. 

 
Assessment Objectives 
 
The scheme of assessment will test: 

(a) the candidates' ability to understand Greek in written forms; 
(b) the candidates' ability to produce written material in Greek. 

 
Scheme of Assessment 
 
The examination will consist of two papers of two hours' duration each. 
 
Paper I (100 marks): This paper is to be taken by all candidates.  It will consist of two sections: A 
(verse) and B (prose).  Candidates must attempt both sections. 
 
Paper II (100 marks): There will be two versions of this paper: Paper IIA and Paper IIB.  Candidates 
are required to indicate on the registration form which Paper II they wish to sit for.  No change in the 
choice of paper will be allowed after the registration period.  Paper IIA comprises more demanding 
questions than those in Paper IIB. 
 
Results 
 
Candidates sitting for Paper I and Paper IIA may qualify for a grade within the range 1 to 5 (i.e. 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5); the results of candidates who do not obtain a Grade 5 shall remain Unclassified (U). 
 
Candidates sitting for Paper I and Paper IIB may qualify for a grade not higher than 4 (i.e. grades 4, 5, 
6, 7); the results of candidates who do not obtain at least a Grade 7 shall remain Unclassified (U). 
 
Syllabus 
 
Paper I 
This paper will consist of two sections A and B.  Candidates must attempt both sections. 
 
 
Section A  (50 marks) 

A prescribed verse text.  Passages are set and questions asked on them to test candidates' 
understanding of context, subject-matter, and simple grammatical and literary points.  Candidates 
may be asked to translate parts of the set passages. 

 
Section B (50 marks) 

A prescribed prose text, candidates' knowledge of which will be tested as in Section A. 
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Set Texts 
 
Prose: Krentz (ed.), Xenophon, Hellenica I-II.3.10, Aris & Phillips, Classical Texts Series, Pap., 
0-8568-464-3, Book I, Chapters 1-3 in Greek, the rest in English. 

 
Verse: Kennedy, E.C. (ed.), Iphigenia in Aulis, Bristol Classical Press., 0-906515-97-1, Verses 1-
114, 303-414 (verse numbers as in the Oxford Classical Text) in Greek, the rest in English. 

 
Paper IIA 
Candidates will be asked to answer Questions 1, 2 and either 3 or 4 (three questions in all) from the 
following: 

 
1. a short Greek prose passage for translation into English  (30 marks) 
2. a Greek prose passage with questions to test comprehension  (30 marks) 
3. another short but more difficult Greek prose passage or a verse passage, for translation into 
English  (40 marks) 
4. a choice of eight of ten English sentences for translation into Greek (40 marks) 

 
Candidates are expected to be familiar with the following elements of syntax: 
Common case usages, with or without prepositions; common expressions of place and time. 
 
Use of verbs, including those governing the dative and ablative; prolative infinitive; use of 
participles, including genitive, verbal adjective. 
 
Direct and indirect statements; direct and indirect questions; direct and indirect commands and 
petitions; purpose clauses; result clauses; relative clause; verbs of fearing; causal clauses; 
concessive clauses; common simple temporal clauses; easy examples of conditional clauses; use 
of personal, demonstrative, relative pronouns and adjectives; indefinite construction; exhortation; 
wish for the future and prohibitions. 

 
Paper IIB 
Candidates will be asked to answer Questions 1, 2, and either 3 or 4 (three questions in all) from the 
following: 
 

1. an easy and short Greek prose passage for translation into English  (30 marks) 
2. an easy and short Greek prose passage with easy questions to test comprehension (30 marks) 
3. another easy and short Greek prose or verse passage for translation into English (40 marks) 
4. a choice of eight of ten simple English sentences for translation into Greek (40 marks) 

 
Candidates are expected to be familiar with Greek grammar, and simple elements of Greek 
syntax, such as direct question, direct command, wish for the future, exhortation, prohibition, 
genitive absolute. 

 
Suggested Text-books 
 
Hillard, A.E. & Botting, C.G., Elementary Greek Translation Book, Duckworth, (Paper IIA & IIB) 
Hillard, A.E. & Botting, C.G., Elementary Greek Exercises, Duckworth, (Paper IIA & IIB) 
North, M.A. & Hillard, A.E., Greek Prose Composition, Duckworth, (Paper IIA) 
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History  SEC 18                                                                              (Not available in September) 
Syllabus                                                                                          Paper 1 (2 hrs) + Paper 2 (2 hrs) 
 
Aims 
 
The syllabus aims: 

(a) to stimulate interest in and enthusiasm for the study of the past; 
(b) to promote the acquisition of knowledge and understanding of human activity in the past, 
linking it, as appropriate, with the present; 
(c) to ensure that candidates' knowledge is rooted in an understanding of the nature and the use of 
historical evidence; 
(d) to help pupils towards an understanding of the development over time of social and cultural 
values; 
(e) to promote an understanding of the nature of cause and consequence, continuity and change, 
similarity and difference; 
(f) to develop essential historical skills. 
(g) to provide an appropriate integration of our national history within a wider international 
context. 

  
Assessment Objectives 
 
The examination will test: 

(a) The development of historical knowledge and understanding.  Candidates will be expected to 
recall historical facts and explain historical terminology. 
(b) The evaluation and interpretation of evidence. Candidates will be expected to acquire the basic 
skills necessary for the study of many types of historical evidence: 

(1) to comprehend evidence and place it in context; 
(2) to analyse, detect bias, and point to gaps and inconsistencies in evidence; 
(3) to distinguish between fact, opinion, and judgement; 
(4) to compare sources and reach conclusions based on evidence. 

(c) The construction and communication of a simple historical exposition.  Candidates will be 
expected to construct a simple exposition, including reasoned argument based on historical evidence.  
This they will be expected to communicate to the examiners in a clear and coherent form.   
Candidates should be able to: 

(1) select, evaluate, and arrange relevant information in answer to a question; 
(2) make use of such analytical concepts as causation and consequences, change and continuity, 
similarity and difference. 

(d) The ability to look at events and issues from the perspective of people in the past.  Candidates 
should be able to form/have: 

(1) an interpretation of motivation in History; 
(2) a reconstruction of attitudes and beliefs of people in the past; 
(3) an understanding of actions and practices of people in the past. 
 

The Syllabus 
 

Maltese History 
 
The early years of the Order’s rule.  Malta offered to the homeless Order of St. John. Conditions of 
grant, and reactions by the Maltese. The coming of the Order. Its rule up to 1565. The causes, course and 
consequences of the Great Siege of 1565. 
 
Malta under the rule of the Order. The Order as a seafaring force (importance of fleet and  main naval 
exploits). Important projects undertaken by the Order (the building of Valletta, the aquaduct, the 
restoration of Mdina). Various problems arising during their rule (the rising of the slaves, the rising of the 
priests). The Inquisition. 
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The French in Malta and the first years of  British rule (1800-1824).  The effects of the French 
revolution on Malta. The Order’s anachronistic role. The French invasion. Reforms and reaction. The 
insurrection. The blockade. The 1800 Capitulation. The British Administration.The Preliminary Treaty of 
London (1801).  The Declaration of Rights.  The Treaty of Amiens.  The renewal of war. The Treaty of 
Paris. Sir Thomas Maitland’s administration. 
 
Constitutional Development. Maltese political aspirations. Demands for constitutional rights and 
petitions. The Sette Giugno. The various constitutions (including the Cardwell principle) up to the 1987 
amendments. The Language Question and the various Royal Commissions relating to it.  
 
Church State relations. Relations between the Church and the British authorities during the colonial rule. 
The politico-religious crises of the 1930s and the 1960s. The role of the Church in Maltese society. 
 
Economic and social issues during the last two hundred years. Economic booms and depressions. 
Various plagues and other epidemics. The naval base and the development of the Dockyard.  Malta as a 
coaling station. The Breakwater. The structure of the fortress economy. Rundowns. Emigration. The 
development of Public Health (hospitals, water supply and drainage). The new economic structure 
(agriculture, industry, tourism, the services industry).  
 
Malta at War. The First World War. The Nurse of the Mediterranean. Malta as a naval base. Malta’s 
contribution to the armed forces of the Empire.  Social and economic effects. The Second World War. 
Naval and air base. Malta’s contribution to the armed forces of the Empire. The economic and social 
effects of this war. 
 
Malta’s Foreign policy 1964-2004. The Defence Agreements (1964 and 1972). The closure of the British 
base (1979). Non-aligned policy. Malta’s membership in the E.U.  
 

European and International History 
 
Early Modern Europe.  The importance of the Renaissance movement. The discovery of the New World 
and other important voyages. The Protestant Revolt. (Luther and Calvin). The Counter-Reformation). The 
effects of the religious upheaval. 
 
The Enlightenment.  Enlightened despots (Frederick II of Prussia, Maria Theresa and Joseph of Austria, 
Catherine the Great of Russia). Their ideas and policies. The philosophers (Adam Smith, Locke, Voltaire, 
Rousseau, Montesquieu). Abolition of slavery.  
 
The French revolution and the Napoleonic Era.  The causes of the French revolution. The course of the 
revolution. The Consulate. The accession of Napoleon Bonaparte. The Napoleonic wars. His domestic 
policy. The Continental system. Napoleon’s downfall. The ensuing Congress of Vienna. 
 
Industrialisation and the Industrial Revolution (1750-1914). England and the advent of industrialisation 
in Europe. The process of industrialisation in France, Germany and Russia. The social consequences. 
Workers’ organisations. Capitalism. The birth of Socialism. 
 
Revolutions and Nationalism.  The 1830 and 1848 revolutions in Europe. The nationalist movements in 
Italy, Belgium, Germany, Greece and Poland up to 1871. 
 
The Two World wars. European alliances and alignments leading to the First World War.  The outbreak 
of the war and the resulting peace treaties. The League of Nations. The economic crisis. Authoritarian 
Governments between the wars (Italy and Germany).  The causes and results of the Second World War.  
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The Cold War. The Iron Curtain. Nato and the Warsaw Pact. Berlin Crisis. Hungary. The Berlin Wall. 
Cuba. Czechoslovakia. The end of the USSR. The fall of the Berlin Wall. The fall of Communist regimes 
in eastern Europe. The re-unification of Germany. 
 
Post Communist Era. The division of former Yugoslavia. European integration. (Major steps leading to 
the European Union of today from the Schuman Declaration to the latest enlargement). Current 
international scene (the Palestinian Question, terrorism, globalisation). 
 
The Scheme of Assessment 
 
The scheme of assessment comprises two written papers. Candidates may answer in English or in Maltese. 
  
Paper I - Two hours 
 
This paper will be weighed at 50%  of the total subject marks. This will be based on evidence questions.  A 
variety of historical sources will be used.  Questions will be based not exclusively on the evidence given 
but also on the candidate's wider knowledge and understanding of the topic and/or on the candidate's 
ability to place the evidence in a historical context or to comment on the value or otherwise of the evidence 
to the historian. 
 
Paper II  - Two hours 
 
This paper will be weighed at 50% of the total subject marks.  It comprises essay questions. 
 
There will be two versions of this paper, IIA and IIB.   
 
Paper IIA is the more demanding one.  Essay questions in this paper will normally be of the synoptic,  
argumentative and analytical kind. 
 
Paper IIB comprises easier essay questions than those in Paper IIA.  Essay questions in this paper will 
normally not be synoptic and the emphasis will be on the purely descriptive rather than the argumentative 
and analytical. 
 
The Examination Papers 
 
Paper 1 
 
This paper will consist of two sections one dealing with Maltese History and another one dealing with 
European and International History.  There will be three questions in every section. Candidates will be 
required to answer all the questions. (Weighting 50% of total subject marks.) 
 
 
Paper IIA 
 
This paper will similarly comprise two sections one dealing with Maltese History and another one dealing 
with European and International History. Candidates will be required to answer two essay questions chosen 
from any six from each of the two sections.  So they will have to answer four essay questions in all.  
(Weighting 50% of total subject marks.) 
 
Paper IIB 
 
This paper will similarly comprise two sections . one dealing with Maltese History and another one dealing 
with European and International History. Candidates will be required to answer two essay questions chosen 
from any six from each of the two chosen sections.  So they will have to answer four essay questions in all. 
(Weighting 50% of total subject marks). 
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Grades 
 
Grade  descriptions are provided to give a general indication of the standards of achievement likely to have 
been reached by candidates awarded particular grades.  The grade awarded will depend in practice upon 
the extent to which the candidates have met the assessment objectives overall and it might conceal 
weaknesses in one aspect of the examination which are balanced by above average performance in some 
other aspect. 
 
Grade Descriptions 
 

Grade 1 Grade 5 Grade 7 
Candidates achieving this Grade 
are expected to be able: 

Candidates achieving this Grade 
are expected to be able: 

Candidates achieving this Grade 
are expected to be able: 

• to recall and use a wide 
amount of historical 
knowledge accurately and 
relevantly in support of a 
logical and evaluative 
argument. 

• to recall and display an 
acceptable number of 
accurate and relevant facts. 

• to recall and display a rather 
limited evidence of  
knowledge. 

• to assess the reliability and 
value of sources, relate them 
to their historical context and 
draw reasoned historical 
conclusions. 

• to distinguish between 
primary and secondary 
evidence at a simple level,  to 
detect a certain degree of 
bias and to distinguish 
between fact and opinion. 

• to have a limited 
comprehension of evidence 
at its face value. 

• to construct and 
communicate a historical 
exposition identifying short-
term and long-term causes 
and immediate and long-term 
results, to provide the 
evidence to support this 
analysis, to reach valid 
conclusions based on the 
comparisons made and to 
relate them to their historical 
context. 

• to explain cause and 
consequence with factual 
evidence, explain factors 
making for change and 
continuity and make some 
comparisons in some areas of 
the topic. 

 

• to describe single one-stage 
cause and consequence with 
little or no explanation, and 
give a factual account of a 
situation or series of events 
with little or no comparison. 

• to be aware of the range of 
attitudes, values and beliefs 
held by different groups and 
different individuals at a 
particular time showing how 
far these movements or 
individuals were a product of 
their historical context and 
how their impact on history 
was tempered by other long 
term factors. 

• to be generally aware that 
people in the past had 
feelings and attitudes and be 
able to select some events to 
show the attitudes, beliefs, 
motives and historical 
significance of an individual 
or movement. 

• to have some awareness that 
people in the past had 
feelings, attitudes and beliefs 
and give a narrative account 
of the life and activities of an 
individual or movement. 

 
 
 



SEC Syllabus (2009):  Home Economics 

 1 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                             
 

SEC SYLLABUS (2009) 

HOME ECONOMICS                                                           SEC 19 
 
 
 
SYLLABUS           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SEC Syllabus (2009):  Home Economics 

 2 

 
 
 

 

Home Economics SEC 19                                                                          (Not available in September) 
Syllabus                                                                                       Paper 1(2hrs)+Paper II (2hrs)+Coursework) 

 
This syllabus is designed to form the basis for further studies in areas related in Home Economics and can lead 
to careers in the Hospitality Industry, Consumer Affairs, Care of the Elderly, Child Care, the Paramedical and 
Teaching professions. 
 
The various areas of study of the syllabus are integrated into two main sections:  

 
• The Family, Home and Society and 
• Food, Nutrition and Health. 

 
These form the subject content which is the main written examinable aspect of the syllabus.  In addition, 
candidates are required to present Coursework.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
The syllabus is designed to cater for both male and female candidates of different abilities. 
 
General Aims 
 
The aims listed below reflect the methodology to be adopted for teaching the subject.  They highlight the 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and values required as a basis for further development in the subject. 
 
The syllabus aims: 
 

� to increase the candidates' knowledge and understanding of the changing physical, social, 
emotional, intellectual and aesthetic needs of people throughout their life cycle. 

� to develop the ability to communicate, share, make informed decisions to enhance positive family 
values. 

� to develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes necessary to meet nutritional 
recommendations and healthy lifestyles. 

� to develop the knowledge and competencies required for the effective and safe organisation and 
management of relevant resources. 

� to enable candidates to develop the necessary skills to respond effectively to rapid technological 
changes and to scientific development.   

� to develop the qualities of sensitivity and aesthetic appreciation needed to create and maintain a 
healthy and pleasing environment. 

� to create a sensitive caring attitude and to foster a concern for the general environment so as to 
enable candidates to choose and use consumer goods carefully, thus contributing towards the 
conservation of the environment. 

� to instil the need for a critical assessment of consumer goods, an awareness of advertising pressures 
and a knowledge of consumer rights and responsibilities.  

� to foster a critical and analytical approach to decision making and problem solving. 
� to encourage creativity, originality and academic rigour.  
 
It is to be noted that the above aims are not in a hierarchical order of importance. 

 
Main Assessment Objectives 
 
1 To analyse situations in which aspects of Home Economics are used to satisfy the  

various human needs, making use of available material resources. 
2 To seek out, research, select, record and apply knowledge which is relevant to the  

needs and factors identified. 
3 To use investigative procedures: 
 a)   to test and compare methods, materials and equipment; 
 b)   to observe, measure and record observations accurately and systematically; 
 c)   to interpret evidence in its various forms as a basis for making judgements and  choices; 

d) to justify judgements and choices in the light of evidence. 
4 To decide upon and plan a course of action which takes into account the priorities  

identified. 
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5 To carry out a planned course of action by applying the required skill. 
6 To assess and evaluate the effectiveness of a course of action. 
 
It is important that these objectives form an integral part of the syllabus. 
Scheme of Assessment 
 
The examination consists of:  
� Coursework                                                                      (30% of the total marks) 
� Written Examination papers - paper 1 and paper 2          (70% of the total marks) 
 
Candidates can only qualify for Grades 1 to 5 if they obtain at least 45% of the mark allotted to each of 
Coursework and Written Examination. 
 
Coursework  (30% of the total marks) 
 
Coursework consists of: 
i)  an investigation  
ii)  two practical assignments carried out under time-controlled conditions.  
It is to be noted that these practical assignments are also the same ones that are required for the school 
assessment coursework. 
 
i)    The Investigation  (15% of the total marks)  
The Investigation should be based on a theme chosen from one of the following option areas: 
 Food Preparation and Technology, Hospitality Services, Child Development, The Elderly. 
 
In the Investigation, the candidate is expected to: 

a) Select a focused title and carry out a brief analysis of the title chosen. 
b) Identify factors involved in the carrying out of the investigation; referring to aspects, as appropriately 

relating to Technology, Health, Interaction with the Environment, Safety, Human Development, 
Aesthetic Awareness, Value and Efficiency. 

c) Establish a minimum of four aims for the investigation which will help the candidate solve the research 
question, making reference to which part of the investigation or which research techniques will help 
him/her reach each aim. 

d) Draw up a plan of action and give indication of time frames within which the work will be carried out 
and specify which resources are needed. 

e) Carry out background research and draw conclusions to justify the selection of the relevant information 
obtained. 

f) Introduce the two techniques to be used, stating aims for the carrying out of the techniques. The 
candidate is expected to carry out the technique and draw up results and conclusions to each technique.  
Possible techniques include a visit, an interview, a questionnaire, a case study, an original 
product/production, an experiment and a presentation. 

g) Discuss the results obtained, and draw conclusions, referring to knowledge gained from secondary 
sources (background research), primary sources used (techniques used) and personal opinion of the 
candidate. 

h) Carry out an evaluation (ongoing and final) in which the effectiveness of the techniques chosen and 
decisions taken is done. 

i) Make use of spelling, punctuation and grammar in an accurate manner. 
 
Candidates are expected to cover sections a, b, c, d and e in Form 4; whereas sections f, g, h and i in Form 5. 
 
The coursework may be presented either in English or Maltese. 
 
The coursework is assessed by the teacher and is subject to moderation by the Markers’ Panel according to the 
Assessment Sheet for the Investigation. (Appendix IV).  
 
The school assessment should reach the MATSEC Examination Board by the date determined by the MATSEC 
Examination Board.  
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ii)  The two Practical Assignments  (15% of the total marks)    
 
These will be set and marked by the teacher.  It is suggested that the: 

- first practical assignment is carried out at the end of Form 4;   
- The second practical assignment is carried out during Form 5.   

Each practical assignment is marked out of 100 marks.  The average mark of these two assignments will 
contribute to 15% of the total marks of the examination.  The marks are awarded according to the Assessment 
Criteria (Appendix I).  Teachers may use Assessment Sheet for the Practical Component (Appendix IIa or IIb or 
IIc) to facilitate marking during the practical sessions. 
 
For moderation purposes, the Preparation sheet together with the evaluation sheet (teachers may use Appendix 
III), and breakdown of marks of each practical assignment should be made available (Appendix IIa or IIb or IIc).  
The Assessment Criteria for the Practical Assignments in Appendix I could be used as proof for the breakdown 
of marks awarded. 
 
Each practical assignment will consist of the preparation of a one-course meal/dish and a simple non-alcoholic, 
home-made beverage.  The meal/dish should include one of the proposed culinary skills:  sauce making, short-
crust pastry making, yeast dough, stewing, casseroling, cooking rice and pasta, use of healthy cooking methods 
such as grilling, steaming, stir-frying and cooking using a pressure cooker.   Each practical assignment should 
include evidence of a different culinary skill.  Salads should only be used as accompaniments.   
 
The practical assignment set needs to include any one of the following situations: 

• different family members such as children, adolescents, adults, pregnant or breastfeeding mothers, 
elderly, athletes 

• specific diets such as: high fibre, low fat, low sugar, reduced salt, vegetarian, slimming diets as well as 
packed lunches 

• persons suffering from diet related disorders such as: cardiovascular disease, diabetes, coeliac disease, 
hypertension, constipation 

• dishes where appliances such as: microwave oven; blenders, processors etc. are used. 
 
It is essential that the following are taken in strict consideration: 
- current dietary recommendations are to be followed 
- recipe books only are to be used during this session 
- traditional Maltese foods and dishes are to be included whenever possible; where appropriate, these are to be   
  modified to be in line with dietary recommendations 
- the sensible use of convenience foods is permitted 
- the use of energy-saving devices and the practice of energy-saving procedures are to be encouraged             
 
Each practical assignment includes: 

• the planning / preparation session 
• the realisation session 
• the evaluation session 

 
It is suggested that each session is carried out during normal school activity with the following time limits: 

• one hour for the planning / preparation session 
• one and a half hours for the realisation session 
• half an hour for the evaluation session. 

Sufficient time should be allowed between the planning of the assignment and the practical realisation of the 
assignment. 
 
 
Candidates may present work in either Maltese or English. 
 
It is to be further noted that all coursework is assessed by the teacher and is subject to moderation by the 
Markers’ Panel.  It should be ready for moderation on a date and as per instructions stipulated by the MATSEC 
Examination Board. 
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Private Candidates 

(a) Private candidates who left school before 1994 will not be expected to present their coursework. Their mark 
will be obtained by pro-rating of the written papers. 
(b) Candidates who studied the subject at school and are re-sitting the subject may carry forward the coursework 
mark from a previous session. 
(c) Candidates who have never studied the subject at school but have covered the coursework privately will be 
expected to present their coursework as follows: the investigation is to be presented to the MATSEC Board for 
assessment by the date determined by the board.  The two practical assignments are to be carried out under the 
supervision of and be assessed by a qualified Home Economics teacher in a school or by attending an evening 
course organized by the Education Division.  The Preparation Sheet together with the Evaluation Sheet of the 
practical assignments are to be presented to the MATSEC Board by the date determined by the board. 
Candidates will be asked to attend for an oral examination about their practical work. 
 
 
Written Examination Papers     (70% of the total marks)  
 
These consist of two examination papers, each of two hours’ duration. Questions will be set in English and must 
be answered in English. 
The two papers include: 

- Paper 1 which is taken by all candidates & 
- Paper 2A or Paper 2B which is subject to the option choice made by the candidate.  

 
Candidates are required to indicate on the registration form which of Paper 2A / Paper 2B they would like to 
choose. No change in the choice of paper will be allowed after the registration period. 
 
Paper 1   (100 marks, 35% of the total marks) 
 
This written examination will consist of a number of compulsory questions. 
The questions are designed to demonstrate the candidate’s ability to recall, understand and apply the knowledge 
and skills developed throughout the course of study within the Food, Nutrition and Health  context unit of the 
syllabus. 
 
Paper 2A and Paper 2B     (100 marks - 35% of the total marks) 
There will be two versions of Paper 2: Paper 2A and Paper 2B, each of two hours' duration.  Paper 2A will 
comprise questions that are more demanding than those in Paper 2B.   
 
Paper 2A and Paper 2B will be divided into two sections.  Section One (40 marks) will consist of compulsory 
short answer questions and Section Two (60 marks) will consist of longer structured questions. 
 
Questions will be based on the content of the syllabus. 
 
Grade Descriptions 
 
Candidates taking Paper 1 and Paper 2A may qualify for Grades 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5. Candidates who do not obtain at 
least a Grade 5 shall remain unclassified (U). 
Candidates taking Paper 1 and Paper 2B may qualify for Grades 4, 5, 6 or 7.  Candidates who do not obtain at 
least Grade 7 shall remain unclassified (U). 
 
The following grade descriptors indicate the level of attainment characteristic of the given grade at SEC level.  
They provide a general indication of the required learning outcomes.  The descriptors should be interpreted in 
relation to the content outlined in the syllabus. 
 
Grade 1 
Candidates demonstrate: 
- a critical awareness and thorough  understanding of the scientific and practical concepts within the syllabus; 
- their ability to recall and apply knowledge relevant to various situations; 
- the ability to select appropriate material, plan and implement a course of action, interpret findings and draw        
   relevant, justified conclusions; 
- a high level of competence in the selection and control of a wide variety of resources,  including tools and  
  equipment; 
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- the use of terminology, confidently and accurately, in a concise, logical and relevant manner. 
 
Grade 5 
Candidates demonstrate: 
- a basic awareness and understanding of the general concepts within the syllabus; 
- an ability to recall and apply knowledge with some references to the local situation; 
- the ability to select appropriate material with limited guidance, plan and implement a basic course of action,  
  present findings in a satisfactory manner and draw some conclusions; 
- show competence in the selection and use of a variety of resources, including tools and equipment; 
- the use of basic terminology, fairly accurately. 
 
Grade 7 
Candidates demonstrate: 
- a fairly limited awareness and understanding of basic concepts within the syllabus; 
- a fairly limited ability to recall and apply knowledge  with only the most obvious references to the local  
  situation; 
- the ability to select material, plan and implement a course of action, present findings leading to restricted  
  conclusions, with continuous guidance and support; 
- limited competence in the selection and use  of a limited variety of resources, including tools and equipment; 
- the use of terminology in a restricted manner. 
 
Subject Content 
 
The Family, Home and Society 
 
The structure of family units.  The roles and responsibilities within the family units and how these change 
throughout life. 
 
The social, mental and physical well-being of a family member with emphasis on: the very young, the elderly 
and people with special needs. 
 
Social, cultural and economic influences on family units.  The recognition of family pressures and problems. 
 
The interaction of the individual and the family unit with the community. 
 
Social protection and support provided by welfare services and organisations in relation to children and the 
elderly. 
 
Positive attitudes for the promotion of healthy lifestyles. 
 
The planning of personal and family budgets including household expenditure in relation to changing needs. 
Methods of payment, methods of savings and investing for future needs.  
 
The choice, care and use of household equipment for the effective organisation of the family unit and its 
resources in order to make optimal use of time, money and human energy. 
 
The reduction, re-use and recycling of household materials.  Choosing goods and services with the minimal 
impact on the environment. 
 
Types of accommodation available to meet individual and family needs.  Ways of acquiring and financing a 
home. 
 
Effects of living conditions and home environment on the family, including location, facilities, essential services 
and security. 
 
Kitchen planning. 
  
The efficient use of energy and its impact on the environment.  Alternative sources of energy. 
 
Safety in the home and accident prevention.  Simple first aid for accidents and injuries that occur in the home. 
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Care of household textiles and personal items, including textile care labelling. 
 
Consumer rights, responsibilities and protection.  Different methods of acquiring goods and services.  The 
influence of the media and retailers on consumers.  The implications and adaptation of rapid technological 
change in today's society. 
 
 
Food, Nutrition and Health 
 
Food in relation to health.  The wise choice of food for the reduction of diet-related disorders common in Malta. 
 
 

Factors affecting food choices and habits and their effect on health and the environment. 
 
 

The functions and sources of nutrients.   
 
The choice, storage, preparation and use of the main food groups in the diet. 
 
The digestion of food and absorption of nutrients. 
 

Principles underlying the retention of nutrients when storing, preparing, cooking and serving food. 
 
 

The causes and prevention of contamination, spoilage and food poisoning. 
 
 

Planning meals for different members of the family: toddlers, children, adolescents, adults, pregnant and 
lactating women and the elderly. 
 
 

Planning meals and packed lunches for vegetarians, invalids, convalescents and people needing special diets.   
 
 

The sensible use of convenience foods and comparison with alternative foods.  Interpretation of food labels. 
 
 

Choice, use and care of kitchen equipment for the preparation, cooking and storage of food. 
 
Energy saving procedures and equipment. 
 

 
Practical skills – explanation of culinary skills listed below with special reference to: names of dishes/recipes, 
basic ingredients used, proportion of ingredients, recipe engineering, oven temperature and use of equipment for 
the preparation, cooking, serving and storage of ingredients and foodstuffs made with the: 

i. rubbing-in method (cake-making and pastry-making); 
ii.  whisking method of cake-making; 

iii.  all-in-one creaming method of cake-making; 
iv. the creaming method of cake-method; 
v. the yeast dough. 

  
 
Options 
 
The following options provide a range of research suggestions, ideas and topics as part fulfilment of the 
coursework requirements. 
 
Option A:  FOOD PREPARATION AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
Aims 
1  To equip candidates with the knowledge and skills to adapt to rapid technological changes. 
2  To develop a sensitivity towards consumer concerns and needs and to offer solutions. 
3  To encourage creativity and originality in food preparation and production. 
 
 

Objectives 
Candidates will be able to: 
1  analyse ingredients in different convenience foods and compare with alternative foodstuffs 
2  identify consumer concerns on food products and processes 
3  develop, create or modify foods for different purposes. 
 



SEC Syllabus (2009):  Home Economics 

 8 

 
 
 

 
 
Suggestions and ideas. 
 
Identification and evaluation of developments associated with foodstuffs in today's technological society. 
 
Adaptation of traditional food processes and procedures to suit different needs and situations. 
 
New developments in food technology and their effect on the choice of foods, health and the environment. 
 
Packaging of foodstuffs.  Implications of health, environment and cost. 
 
The introduction and development of innovative healthy food items. 
 
Alternative methods of producing and growing foods. 
 
 
Option B:   HOSPITALITY SERVICES 
 
Aims 
1  To identify various types of accommodation services to suit the needs of different     
    customers. 
2  To create an awareness of the importance of personal appearance and effective  
    communication skills. 
3  To appreciate the importance of pleasant, safe and well cared-for areas. 
 
Objectives 
Candidates will be able to: 
1    assess different types of establishments; 
2    select and maintain suitable materials for furniture, furnishings and equipment; 
3    identify hazards to health and safety in different environments. 
 
Suggestion and ideas 
 
Different types of establishments to meet the needs and expectations of customers. 
 
The importance of personal appearance and effective communication skills. 
 
The general use and care of textile fibres commonly used in establishments. 
 
The choice of furniture and soft furnishings based on fitness for purpose, safety and aesthetic appreciation. 
 
Safety and the prevention of accidents. 
 
 
Option C:   CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
 
Aims 
1   To appreciate the importance of good health prior to and during pregnancy. 
2   To provide an opportunity to identify the main stages of physical, emotional, social and  
      intellectual development in a young child. 
3   To develop an insight into the different needs  of young children. 
 
Objectives 
Candidates will be able to: 
1   outline the main physical, emotional, social and intellectual development of young children; 
2   identify their basic needs and describe ways of catering for these needs; 
3   evaluate play materials and activities for their safety, suitability and educational value; 
4   assess the safety of a child's environment and list ways of preventing accidents; 
5   describe the provisions within the community for children with special needs. 
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Suggestions and ideas 
 
The significance of good health in preparation for parenthood: nutrition, rest, exercise, support systems and 
hazards to the unborn child: stress, alcohol, smoking, drugs, medicines, rubella. 
 
Combining family life and leisure activities with work outside the home.  Shared responsibilities of family 
members. 
 
Physical requirements of the child: food (breast feeding and bottle feeding), healthy eating habits, feeding 
problems, exercise, fresh air, rest, sleep, daily routine. 
 
Developing social skills. 
 
Emotional development.  The need for love and security.  Common behaviour problems. Child abuse. 
 
Intellectual development.  Providing (a) stimulating learning environments. Suitable and safe play activities for 
the different stages of development. 
 
Prevention of childhood illnesses.  Common infectious diseases.  Immunisation.  
 
A safe environment for children, within and outside the home. 
 
The inclusion of children  with special needs. 
 
 
Option D:   CARE OF THE ELDERLY 
 
Aims 
1  To promote a positive image of the elderly as important and useful members of society. 
2  To develop a sense of responsibility and service towards the elderly in the family and in the   
    community. 
 
Objectives 
Candidates will be able to: 
 
1   identify the physical, social, emotional and intellectual needs of the elderly; 
2   assess the care provided by the family, the state and other organisations. 
 
Suggestions and ideas 
 
The value of good health, nutrition, mobility and activity to help maintain the quality of life throughout the 
ageing process. 
 
Common disorders and problems associated with the ageing process.  The care and support services available for 
adaptation to these conditions. 
 
Creating comfortable and suitable living environments.  Adaptations to cater for specific needs. 
 
Providing a safe environment for the elderly, inside and outside the home. 
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                   Appendix I 

 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR THE PRACTICAL ASSIGNMENTS  

 
 

Practical 
Assignment 

Criteria for allocation of marks Marks 

Choice of 
dishes 

This should be suitable for the particular requirements of the assignment chosen. A broad 
judgement of the whole assignment should be considered. 
Candidates are expected to: 
- apply knowledge relevant to the assignment; 
- present evidence on which judgements of choice are made. 
 

Marks 

 Incorrect choice of dishes    0 
 Poor choice of dishes 1 - 2 
 Good choice of dishes 3 - 5 
 
 
 
Reasons for 
choice 

Candidates are expected to suggest factors that could be identified to validate choice. 
These could include reference to health, nutritional value, economy, colour, texture, 
balance, taste, presentation, etc. 

Marks 

 No reasons given 0 
 Poor understanding of the test 

Limited interpretation with simple justification 
1 - 3 

 Adequate understanding of the test 
A basic interpretation with simple but accurate justification. 

4 - 6 

 Recognition of limits of test, good analysis of test and showing realistic choices in relation 
to time available. 

7-10 

 
 
 
Planning of 
order of work 

Full credit must be given for a logical order of work which should include: 
preparation of self, hygiene and safety, timing, important points relating to particular 
dishes, dovetailing, clearing and washing up, serving of food at the right temperature, 
presentation of work. 
Candidates are expected to plan a course of action appropriate to the assignment set. 

Marks 

 Little evidence of accuracy, health and safety awareness, planning or sequencing of work. 1-2 
 Some evidence of ability to plan and use resources but with a poor sequence of work.  

Limited awareness of health and safety, time and energy. 
3-4 

 A logical sequence of work with due regard to resources, preparation and completion of 
assignment. a considerable degree of accuracy indicating awareness of health and safety 
and time factors 

5-6 

 A logical sequence of work reflecting efficient use of time, methodical thinking and 
dovetailing tasks in a sensible order, showing accuracy and due regard to preparation  and 
completion of assignment. 

7-8 

 
Shopping/ 
Equipment/ 
Materials/ 
Requirements 
List 

Full credit must be given to candidates who make a comprehensive list of ingredients and 
appliances needed.  List of ingredients should be accompanied by quantities which are 
reasonable. 

Marks 

 List not presented. 0 
 Incomplete list / quantities not always reasonable. 1  
 Complete list, with reasonable quantities 2 
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Practical 
realisation 

 
Candidates are expected to carry out their plan of action with proficiency and 
competence using management, organisational and psychomotor skills. 
The following sections will be assessed - Preparation, Production, Proficiency, Hygienic 
Practices and Outcome. 
The mark awarded is based on four graded levels: 
Level 1 - candidate has achieved a restricted level of competence and  
                performed tasks with difficulty 
Level 2 - candidate has performed most tasks to a satisfactory level of  
                competence 
Level 3 - candidate has reached a good level of competence 
Level 4 - candidate has achieved  a high level of competence and  
                performed tasks effectively. 
Note: -  there is a different distribution of marks for each section. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Levels     Marks 

 Preparation. 
 
Candidate’s  appearance 
Selection of correct equipment and tools. 
Preparation of tins and appropriate equipment. 
Correct oven temperature and oven shelves. 
Preparation of fruit and vegetables as required. 
 

 
 
level 1        1-2 
level 2        3-5       
level 3       6-7 
level 4       8-10 

 Performance in chosen skill 
 
Restricted performance. 
Satisfactory, however limited 3-5 marks. 
Good performance. 
Excellent performance. 
 

 
 
level 1        1-2 
level 2        3-5 
level 3        6-7 
level 4        8-10 

 Production 
 
Good manipulative skills and good handling of tools and equipment. 
Correct methods of preparation and cooking. 
 

 
level 1       1-3 
level 2       4-7 
level 3        8-11 
level 4       12-15 

 Proficiency 
 
Efficient organisation of work and time. Safe and economic management of cooker. 
Sensible use of refrigerator. 
 

 
level 1        1-2 
level 2        3-5  
level 3        6-8  
level 4        9-10 

 Procedures 
 
Adherence to rules concerning hygiene and  safety:- working area clean and tidy, 
washing up done as necessary, all equipment returned to correct place; 
safety:- candidate’s, equipment, appliances; 
Correct disposal of waste. 
 

 
 
level 1         1-2 
level 2         3-5 
level 3         6-8 
level 4         9-10 

 Outcome 
 
The following should be considered in the presentation of the finished results: 
- finished appearance, garnishing, decoration 
- texture, flavour, seasoning, colour 
- temperature, serving dishes 
- appropriate presentation with a flair for creativity and an aesthetically  
  pleasing outcome.  
 
 

 
 
 
level 1        1-2 
level 2        3-5  
level 3        6-8 
level 4        9-10 
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Evaluation  
Candidates should evaluate the completed assignment by identifying strengths and 
weaknesses and making reference to results, cost, use of time, nutritional value and 
suggestions for improvement. 
 

Marks 

  
Very few comments on cost, flavour, texture. 
Few comments confirming or criticising choice of dishes. Superficial reference to 
nutritional value of dishes. 
 

     
 
 

 1-2 

  
Reasonable evaluation with comments on the test involved, planning, selection of 
dishes, organisation of work and full comments on outcome. Basic reference to 
nutritional value of food included. 
 

    
 
 

 3-5 

  
A fair appreciation of the strengths and weaknesses of test.   
Some suggestions for improvements. Reference made to cost, organisation, finished 
results.  Sensible consideration of nutritional value of dishes. 
 

    
 
 

6-8 

  
Reasoned judgement on test in relation to flavour, texture and appearance.  
Comment relating to cost of dishes in relation to task set.  A good appreciation of 
strengths and weaknesses with sensible suggestions for improvement.  Detailed 
consideration of nutritional value of food included. 
 

    
 

9-10 

 
 
Teachers may use Assessment sheet for the Practical Component (EITHER Appendix IIa OR IIb OR IIc) to 
facilitate marking during the practical sessions. 
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  ASSESSMENT SHEET FOR THE PRACTICAL ASSIGNMENTS                Appendix IIa 
 
Name: _______________________________________        Practical number:             __________          
 
Total marks awarded (out of 100 marks):   __________        Total mark as 7.5%:         __________  
Instructions:   Next to each criterion in each section, tick � in the column which best indicates the level of 
performance reached by the candidate.  The column with the highest amount of � indicates the average level 
reached by the candidate in each section.  Award marks as indicated at the bottom of the column in each section.  
Add total of each section to obtain the final score obtained by the candidate. 
 
Choice of dishes Incorrect Poor Good Marks 
Recognizes limits of test     
Realistic choices     
Time kept in mind     
Use of local and seasonal food     
 0 marks 1-2 marks 3-5 marks  
 
Reasons for choice Not noticed Poor Adequate Good Marks 
Suggests factors to validate 
choice 

     

Reference to health and 
nutritional value 

     

Reference to economy      
Reference to colour, texture, 
balance, taste and presentation. 

     

 0 marks 1-3 marks 4-6 marks 7-10 marks  
 
Order of work Poor Some Adequate Good Marks 
Logical sequence      
Identifies basic steps of recipes      
Includes preparation of self      
Dovetailing      
Effective use of time      
Hygiene and safety       
Clearing and washing up      
Serving at right temperature      
Presentation of work      
 1-2 marks 3-4 marks 5-6 marks 7-8 marks  
 
Shopping/ Equipment/Materials 
Requirements List 

Not 
noticed 

Limited Good Marks 

Lists ingredients and quantities     
Lists appliances and other materials needed     

 0 marks 1 mark 2 marks  
 
Evaluation Limited Fair Good Excellent Marks 
Reference to flavour, texture, 
appearance 

     

Cost of dishes      
Reference to use of time      
Identifies weaknesses      
Identifies strengths      
Suggestions for improvement      
Considers nutritive value      
Recipe engineering and its 
effectiveness 

     

Comments about outcome      
 1-2 marks 3-5 marks 6-8 marks 9-10 marks  
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Preparation Restricted level Satisfactory Good Very good Marks 
Appearance      
Selection of 
tools/equipment 

     

Preparation of items needed      
Correct oven temp. & 
shelves 

     

Preparation of fruits and 
vegetables 

     

 1-2 marks 3-5 marks 6-7 marks 8-10 marks  
 
 
Chosen skill 

Restricted Satisfactory Good Excellent Marks 

Performance in chosen skill      
 1-2 marks 3-5 marks 6-7 marks 8-10 marks  
 
Production Restricted 

level 
Satisfactory Good Excellent Marks 

Manipulation of other 
culinary skills 

     

Handling of tools/ equipment      
Methods of preparation      
Correct methods of cooking      
 1-3 marks 4-7 marks 8-11 marks 12-15 marks  
 
Proficiency Restricted Satisfactory Good Excellent Marks 
Organization of work      
Organization of time      
Safe use of cooker      
Economic use of cooker      
Sensible use of refrigerator      
 1-2 marks 3-5 marks 6-8 marks 9-10 marks  
 
Procedures Restricted Satisfactory Good Excellent Marks 
Clean & tidy working area      
Washing up      
Equipment returned to correct 
place 

     

Candidate’s safety      
Safe use of 
equipment/appliances 

     

Correct disposal of waste      
 1-2 marks 3-5 marks 6-8 marks 9-10 marks  
 
Outcome Restricted Satisfactory Good Excellent Marks 
Appearance      
Garnish/decoration      
Texture      
Flavour/seasoning      
Colour      
Temperature       
Serving dishes      
Aesthetically pleasing      
Creativity      
 1-2 marks 3-5 marks 6-8 marks 9-10 marks  
General comment: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



SEC Syllabus (2009):  Home Economics 

 15 

 
 
 

 

University of Malta - Secondary Education Certificate in Home Economics       Appendix IIb 
 

Assessment Mark Sheet for Practical Assignment 1 & 2   Candidate’s Name ______________________________ 
 
    
    
    
    
   

Pr. Ass. 1 
Mark 

_________ 
% 

Pr. Ass. 2 
Mark 

_________ 
% 

 

 
15% of 

Total Marks 

 
 Choice of 

Dishes 
Reasons for 
Choice 

Planning of 
Order of 
Work 

Requirements 
List 

Evaluation of 
Work 

Distribution 
of Marks 

5 10 8 2 10 

Candidate’s 
Mark – Ass. 1 

     

Candidate’s 
Mark – Ass. 2 

     

 
Practical Realisation Total  

Preparation Chosen Skill Production Proficiency Procedures Outcome  

Distribution 
of Marks 

10 10 15 10 10 10 100 

Candidate’s 
Mark – Ass. 1 

       

Candidate’s 
Mark – Ass. 2 

       

 
Comment:_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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University of Malta - Secondary Education Certificate in Home Economics     Appendix IIc 
 

Assessment Mark Sheet for Practical Assignment 1 (Pr1) & 2 (Pr2)  School:  ________________________________ 
* Marks are allotted per Practical Assignment      Subject teacher:  ________________________________
           Class:   ________________________________ 
 

Practical Realisation Candidate’s Name 
(Surname first) 

Choice of 
Dishes 

Reasons 
for choice 

Planning 
of Order 
of Work 

Preparation Chosen skill  Production Proficiency Procedures Outcome 

Requirem-
ents List 

Evaluation 
of Work 

Total 

 *5 marks 10 marks 8 marks 10 marks 10 marks 15 marks 10 marks 10 marks 10 marks 2 marks 10 marks 100 marks 
 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 Pr1 Pr2 
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                                           TIME-PLAN SHEET                              Appendix III 

 

Name:  _____________________________             Assignment No.: _________________ 

CHOICE OF WORK   (Including list of dishes/beverages to be made, with quantities) 

 Do not write in 
this margin 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
REASONS FOR CHOICE OF WORK 

 
 Do not write in 

this margin 
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TIME-PLAN SHEET 

 

Name:  _____________________________         

TIME-PLAN/ ORDER OF WORK 

 
TIME ORDER OF WORK WITH OVEN MANAGEMENT 

 
Do not write in 

this margin 
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TIME-PLAN SHEET 

 

Name:  _____________________________              

SHOPPING/ EQUIPMENT/ MATERIALS REQUIREMENTS LIST 
 
MEAT OR FISH GROCERIES FRUIT & 

VEGETABLES 
SPECIAL 

EQUIPMENT/ 
APPLIANCES 

Do not write 
in this 
margin 
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TIME-PLAN SHEET 

 

Name:  _____________________________           

EVALUATION 
 

 Do not write in 
this margin 
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                         ASSESSMENT SHEET FOR THE INVESTIGATION                   Appendix IV 
 
  
Name:_______________________________________   
 
Total marks awarded (out of 120):    ________Total mark as 15 % (Total marks awarded ÷8): ________ 
 

Criteria for Investigation Maximum marks Marks 
awarded 

1. Choice and analysis of investigation title. 
i. Chooses a relevant and focused title for the investigation………….….  
   Chooses a somehow relevant and focused title for the investigation….. 
   Chooses a non-specific/vague title for the investigation………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
ii. Carries out an accurate, brief analysis of the investigation title……… 
    Carries out a brief analysis which is not necessarily accurate…...…… 
    Brief analysis not presented or completely inaccurate………............... 
 

( 8 marks) 
4-3 marks 
2-1 marks 
    0 marks 
………………. 
4-3 marks 
2-1 marks 
    0 marks 

 

2. Identification of factors involved in carrying out the  
    investigation. 
i. Identifies all factors involved as appropriate………………………….. 
   Identifies most factors involved……………………………………….. 
   Identifies a limited amount of factors ………………………………… 
   No identification of factors / Totally inaccurate………………………. 
 

(10 marks) 
 
10-9 marks 
  8-5 marks 
  4-1 marks 
     0 marks 

 

3. Aims. 
i. Draws up a comprehensive and relevant list of aims………………….. 
   Draws up a relevant but not comprehensive list of aims……………… 
   Draws up a relevant but restricted list of aims………………………... 
   No evidence of aims / Aims presented not relevant for investigation… 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
ii. Complete reference made to which part of investigation will help  
    candidate reach each aim……………………………………………… 
    Some reference made to which part of investigation will help 
    candidate reach most aims…………………………………………….. 
    No reference made…………………………………………………… 
 

(14 marks) 
10-8 marks 
  7-4 marks 
  1-3 marks 
     0 marks 
………………. 
 
4-3 marks 
2-1 marks 
 
   0 marks 

 

4. Plan of Action. 
i. Presents a plan of action which is well organized and methodical …… 
   Presents a plan of action which is not necessarily always accurate 
   and practical…………………………………………………………… 
   No evidence of a plan of action ……………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
ii. Indicates reasonable time frames and identifies suitable resources 
    needed………………............................................................................. 
    Indicates somewhat reasonable time frames and identifies some of the 
    resources needed   …………………………………………................. 
    No evidence or incorrect time frames. No reference to resources  
    needed made…………………………………………………………... 
 

(8 marks) 
4-3 marks 
 
2-1 marks 
   0 marks 
………………. 
 
4-3 marks 
 
2-1 marks 
 
    0 marks 
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5. Background research. 
i.  Collates background research, using a reasonable selection of  
    sources. ………….……………………………………………………. 
   Collates background research using limited sources; information given 
   not always relevant…………….………………………………………. 
   Carries out research in a restricted manner and which is not 
   necessarily relevant.……………………………………. 
   No research carried out………………………………………………... 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
ii. Relevant conclusions drawn…………………………………………... 
    Some conclusions drawn, but not necessarily always relevant……….. 
    No conclusions drawn………………………………............................ 
 

(10 marks) 
 
5-4 marks 
 
3-2 marks 
  
    1 mark 
    0 marks 
………………. 
5-4 marks 
3-1 marks 
    0 marks 

 

6. Use of technique I. 
i. Introduces the technique, giving reasons for carrying out the 
    technique…………………………….................................................... 
   Identifies technique and gives insufficient reasons for carrying out the  
   technique………………………………………………………………. 
   Technique is not identified and no reasons are given……………….. .. 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
ii. Carries out the technique in an effective manner……………………... 
    Carries out technique in a satisfactory manner…………...................... 
    Carries out technique in a restricted manner…………………………. 
    Technique is not carried out ………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………. 
iii. Draws detailed conclusions to the result of the technique…………… 
     Draws general conclusions to the result of the technique……………. 
     Draws poor conclusions to the result of the technique.......................... 
     Does not draw conclusions to the result of the technique……………. 
 

(12 marks) 
 
    2 marks 
 
    1 mark 
    0 marks 
………………. 
6-5 marks 
4-3 marks 
2-1 marks 
    0 marks 
………………. 
4-3 marks 
    2 marks 
    1 mark  
    0 marks 

 

7. Use of technique II. 
i. Introduces the technique, giving reasons for carrying out the 
    technique……………………………………………………………… 
   Identifies technique and gives insufficient reasons for carrying out the 
   technique………………………………………………………………. 
   Technique is not identified and no reasons are given………………….  
…………………………………………………………………………… 
ii. Carries out the technique in an effective manner………....................... 
    Carries out technique in a satisfactory manner…………...................... 
    Carries out technique in a restricted manner……………...................... 
    Technique is not carried out…………………………………………... 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
iii. Draws detailed conclusions to the result of the technique…………… 
     Draws general conclusions to the result of the technique……………. 
     Draws poor conclusions to the result of the technique……………….. 
     Does not draw conclusions to the result of the technique……………. 
 

(12 marks) 
 
    2 marks 
 
    1 mark 
    0 marks 
………………. 
6-5 marks 
4-3 marks 
2-1 mark/s 
    0 marks 
………………. 
4-3 marks 
    2 marks 
    1 mark 
    0 marks 

 

8. Discussion of results. 
i. Discusses in detail the outcomes of the results   obtained…………….. 
   Discusses briefly the outcomes of the results obtained…………........... 
   Reviews poorly the outcomes of the results obtained ………………… 
   No discussion of results………………………………………………... 
 

(16 marks) 
16-11 marks 
10-5 marks 
  4-1 mark/s 
     0 marks 
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9. Evaluation. 
i. Carries out ongoing evaluation ……………………………………….. 
   Carries out evaluation in parts of the investigation…………………… 
   No evidence of ongoing evaluation…………………............................ 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
ii.Evaluates comprehensively the effectiveness of the planning 
   decisions, methods and results obtained; makes a good appreciation 
   of the strengths and weaknesses of the investigation with sensible 
   suggestions for further work…………………………………………... 
   Makes a reasonable attempt at analysing and justifying the planning, 
   methods and results obtained, drawing on relevant evidence; shows 
   some understanding of the limitations of the investigation with a few 
   suggestions for further work…………………………………………... 
   Makes a limited analysis with superficial comments on the planning,  
   methods and results obtained; draws basic conclusions and makes 
   limited suggestions for improvement of work and minor suggestions  
   for further development……………………………………………… 
   Makes very poor analysis, with few comments on the planning,  
   methods and results obtained; draws poor conclusions and makes very  
   limited suggestions for improvement of work; makes no reference  for  
   further development and shows very limited appreciation of the  
   strengths and weaknesses of the investigation………………………… 
   No evidence or vague attempts at evaluation of the planning methods  
   and results obtained…………………………………………………..   
 

(24 marks) 
6-4 marks 
3-1 marks 
    0 marks 
………………. 
18-16 marks 
 
 
 
15-11 marks 
 
 
 
10-6 marks 
 
 
 
  5-1 mark/s 
 
 
 
 
     0 marks 

 

10. Language used and accuracy. 
    Submits an original and self-designed investigation which indicates 
    precise nature of contents in sequential order and with a clear index;  
    writes with considerable accuracy and uses a wide range of specialist  
    terms adeptly and with precision.…….. ………….…………………... 
    Submits an adequately designed investigation with a layout in 
    sequential order and which gives some indication of contents; writes  
    with reasonable accuracy and uses a good range of specialist terms  
    with facility………………………………..…….…..………………... 
    Submits a poorly designed investigation which has most its contents  
    inserted in random order and not secured; writes with limits accuracy 
    and uses a limited range of specialist terms appropriately...………….. 
 

(6 marks) 
   6-5 marks 
    
 
 
   4-3 marks 
     
 
 
    2-1 mark/s 

 

 
 
Comments:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Italian SEC 20  (Not Available in September) 

Syllabus   Paper 1: Oral (15 mins), Aural (30 mins) & Written (1hr 15 mins) + Paper II (2 hrs) 
 
 
1. AIMS 
 
The aims of a course in Italian leading to the award of the Secondary Education Certificate are: 
 
a) to develop the ability to use the language effectively for purposes of practical communication; 

this entails the development of the four basic skills on a sound linguistic competence; 
 
b) to develop the ability of learning to learn and to evaluate one’s own learning; this entails 

fostering the attitudes required for further study, work and leisure; 
 
c) to offer insights into Italian culture and civilisation and foster respect for the values of others; 
 
d) to contribute to the cognitive and affective development of the student and enhance self-

esteem; 
 
e) to provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation. 
 
 
2. ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES  
 
The scheme of assessment will test: 
 
a) Understanding the spoken language – candidates are expected to be able to understand the gist 

and specific details in announcements, news broadcasts, short stories, directions, radio and 
television programmes, reports which may contain different opinions and different points of 
view, etc. spoken at normal speed (ca. 140-150 words per minute) in a range of everyday 
situations. These may include some unfamiliar material. Only the two major registers will be 
used: formal (Lei/lei) and informal (tu). 

 
b) Oral expression – candidates are expected to be able to use Italian correctly, effectively and 

appropriately to (a) seek and provide information, express feelings, ideas and opinions in a 
range of situations within their experience, (b) to take part in an unrehearsed conversational 
exchange, (c) refer at some length information that is readily available or that is provided to 
them (e.g. a written text, a picture or series of pictures), (d) use compensation strategies when 
in difficulty. 

 
c) Understanding the written language – candidates are expected to be able to understand a 

variety of the more common text-types (anecdotes, letters, short articles, advertisements, 
instructions, brochures, jokes, etc.) which may contain complex sentences and some 
unfamiliar language but is couched to a very large extent in the words most used in Italian. 

 
d) Writing – candidates are expected to be able to produce written material/s in response to a 

stimulus or a variety of stimuli, written or visual. The text/s to be produced will be of a 
functional, personal or imaginative nature and is/are expected to show coherence, cohesion 
and organisation. Candidates are also expected to have a sense of audience and purpose and 
an awareness of appropriateness and style. An active vocabulary of about 2000 words should 
be aimed at, bearing in mind the ‘Notions’ and ‘Functions’ required by this syllabus (Section 
4.1 and 4.2). 

 
e) Linguistic competence – candidates are expected to be competent in all or most of the 

following: i) spelling ii) punctuation, iii) range of vocabulary, iv) application of grammar 
rules, v) syntax, vi) familiarity with the two more common registers, vii) familiarity with the 
metalinguistic terms marked with an asterisk in the relative section (4.3) of this syllabus and 
viii) using a dictionary. 
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f) Culture – candidates are expected to be familiar with the socio-cultural elements listed under 
‘Subject content’ (Section 4.4. of this syllabus). 

 
 
3. SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT 
 
The examination will consist of two Papers of 2 hours each. All the answers have to be in Italian. 
 
3.1 Paper I  (2 hours – 55% of the total marks) consists of 2 parts: 
 
3.1.1 Paper I Part 1 – Listening and Speaking (45 minutes – 30 marks on 100) 
 
a)  A Listening Comprehension test, 30 minutes, 15 marks (15 % of total)  
 

Various formats (short answer questions, multiple choice questions, filling grids, tracing a 
route on a map, simple drawing to instructions, sentence completion, matching, true-false-no 
information given) could be set to test the ability to understand spoken Italian. The test could comprise 
more than one format. In all cases candidates will listen to the text twice. The time allowed for students 
to write their answers will vary according to the test format and to the nature of the text. 

 
Questions will test understanding of gist and specific details. The criteria for assessment are 

successful comprehension and completion of task. There will be no penalisation for spelling and 
grammatical mistakes; answers which are easily comprehensible and correct from a ‘comprehension’ 
point of view will get full marks. 

  
b) An Oral examination lasting between 10 and 15 minutes to test the candidates’ ability to 
speak, and to understand and react to spoken or visual stimuli. This part carries 15 marks on 100 and 
will comprise  

i) extended speech – candidates will be asked to speak about and answer questions on a reader 
chosen from the list provided*. Candidates are advised not to memorise any pre-prepared notes and 
spell them out in a manner which shows they do not know what they are saying (5 marks). 

ii) role play (5 marks) and 
iii) free conversation (5 marks) 

Candidates will be given about 5 minutes to prepare task (ii). 
 

Effectiveness of communication, range of vocabulary, accuracy, appropriateness (formal and 
informal situations), pronunciation, intonation and fluency are the criteria for assessment. 

 
In the last two tasks (role play and free conversation), though notions and functions will be 

those laid down in this syllabus (Sections 4.1 and 4.2), candidates are expected to be able to cope with 
a certain amount of unpredictability. 
 
* List of readers: 
 

 DELITTO IN PIAZZA DEL CAMPO: Banfi, Gavelli. CIDEB, Serie Imparare leggendo. 
 DESTINAZIONE KARMINIA: ELI, Serie Le letture ELI. 
 DOLCE VITA: De Giuli, Naddeo. Alma Edizioni, Serie Italiano facile. 
 FANTASMI: De Giuli, Naddeo. Alma Edizioni, Serie Italiano facile. 
 GIALLO A CORTINA: R. Nencini. Bonacci Editori, Serie Mosaico italiano. 
 HACKER PER CASO: F. Caburlotto. Bonacci Editori, Serie Mosaico italiano. 
 IL MISTERO DEL QUADRO DI PORTA PORTESE. Bonacci Editori, Serie Mosaico italiano. 
 IL MISTERO DI VERONICA: CIDEB, Serie Imparare leggendo. 
 IL VIAGGIO DI LAURENT: Deon, Pistolesi, Romanelli. CIDEB, Serie Imparare leggendo. 
 LA CASA SULLA SCOGLIERA: CIDEB, Serie Imparare leggendo. 
 LIBERTÀ: Medaglia, Seiffarth. CIDEB, Serie Imparare leggendo. 
 MAFIA, AMORE E POLIZIA: De Giuli, Naddeo. Alma Edizioni, Serie Italiano facile. 
 MARGHERITA E GLI ALTRI: R. Andres. Bonacci Editori, Serie Mosaico italiano. 
 MASCHERE A VENEZIA: De Giuli, Naddeo. Alma Edizioni, Serie Italiano facile. 
 MODELLE, PISTOLE E MOZZARELLE: De Giuli, Naddeo. Alma Edizioni, Serie Italiano facile. 
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 OPERA: De Giuli, Naddeo. Alma Edizioni, Serie Italiano facile. 
 PICCOLE STORIE D’AMORE: De Giuli, Naddeo. Alma Edizioni, Serie Italiano facile. 
 ROSE ROSSE PER IL COMMISSARIO: CIDEB, Serie Imparare leggendo. 
 STORIA D’AMORE: Medaglia, Seiffarth. CIDEB, Serie Imparare leggendo. 
 TANGO: Mauro dei Rossi. CIDEB, Serie Imparare leggendo. 

 
 
3.1.2 Paper 1 Part 2 – Language and Culture (1 hour 15 minutes – 25 marks on 100) 
 
Section A (15 marks on 100) 
 
This will consist of a number of exercises designed to test all or most of the aspects listed in 
Assessment Objectives (2e) above. 
The exercises set may be of various types e.g., multiple choice, cloze tests, c-tests, word sets, 
transformation, substitution, joining phrases, jigsaw, sentence completion, matching, recognition of 
functions, gap filling, editing, etc. The exercises will focus more on the productive aspect than on mere 
recognition. 
 
Section B (10 marks on 100) 
 
This will consist of a number of exercises designed to test most of the aspects of Italian culture as 
listed in section 4.4.1 below. Candidates are expected to gain familiarity with these topics and to 
understand their relevance within the Italian cultural context. Only a basic knowledge of these concepts 
is required and therefore it is unnecessary for candidates to memorise dates, details, etc. or to study the 
aspects listed in 4.4.1 in great detail. There will be no penalisation for spelling and grammatical 
mistakes; answers which are comprehensible will get full marks. 
Only “closed” type of questions will be set in this section of Paper 1, namely: true/false, multiple 
choice, associations (abbinamenti), odd-one-out, listing and filling a grid, matching, gap filling, 
reference to maps and/or pictures and picture/written text association. 
 
3.2 Paper II – Reading and Writing (2 hours – 45 marks on 100)  
 
There will be two versions of this paper: Paper IIA and Paper IIB. Paper IIA will be more demanding. 
Candidates are required to indicate on the registration form which Paper they wish to sit for. No 
change in the choice of paper will be allowed after the registration period. 
 
Both papers are designed to test 
a) the ability to read, understand and interpret a variety of texts; 
b) the ability to write correct, continuous Italian. 
 
Candidates sitting for Paper I and Paper IIA may qualify for a grade within the range 1 to 5; candidates 
who do not obtain a Grade 5 shall remain Unclassified (U). 
 
Candidates sitting for Paper 1 and Paper IIB may qualify for a grade not higher than 4 (i.e. Grades 
4,5,6,7); candidates who do not obtain at least a Grade 7 remain Unclassified (U). 
 
3.2.1 Paper IIA will consist of : 
 
(a)  Writing Task/s – (25 marks) 
   

Candidates will be asked to write between 250 – 270 words on one or more of the following: 
a composition, a short article, a short story, a letter, a biographical sketch, a dialogue, a report, a set of 
instructions, message/s, email/s or a combination of these. The format for the writing task could also be 
a picture, a series of pictures or a graphical stimulus. 

 
Spelling, punctuation, effectiveness of communication, accuracy, range of vocabulary, 

relevance, coherence, cohesion and organisation are the criteria for assessment. Answers in hardly 
legible handwriting shall be ignored. 
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(b) Reading Task/s – (20 marks) 
 

This will consist of a series of questions based on one or more passages of not more than 700 
words in all. Questions will test the candidates’ ability to 

i. understand the main points as well as important and specific details in a passage; 
ii. deduce meaning of words from context and through understanding word formation; 

iii. distinguish fact from opinion; 
iv. trace the development of an argument; 
v. understand relations between parts of texts through cohesive devices; 

vi. understand relations within the sentence (syntax); 
vii. make inferences; 

viii. recognise the function of particular phrases with and without explicit indicators; 
ix. make use of clues such as titles, illustrations, typography (e.g. bolding, italics, capitals); 
x. identify the communicative intention / attitude of the author and 

xi. understand cultural references. 
 
 The tasks set may include short answer questions, multiple choice questions, quoting from the 
text, matching, putting in sequence, listing and filling a grid. 

Answers containing irrelevant material will not be awarded full marks and, if the irrelevant 
material is excessive, shall be ignored. 
 

One of the questions will ask for a summary of information contained in the passage/s. 
 
Except for this last-mentioned question, in which also the quality of the writing is assessed, 

the criteria for assessment are successful comprehension and completion of task, i.e. there will be no 
penalisation for spelling and grammatical mistakes; answers which are easily comprehensible and 
correct from a ‘comprehension’ point of view will get full marks. 
 
3.2.2 Paper IIB will consist of: 
 
(a) Writing Task/s – (25 marks) 
  
 As for Paper IIA, but candidates will be asked to write only about between 200 – 220 words. 
 

The writing task could also be guided or controlled. 
 

(b)  Reading Task/s – (20 marks) 
 
 The same as for Paper IIA, except that there will be no summary and that the number of 
words in the passage/s set will be of about 500. The questions set will also be less demanding. 
 
 
4. 1 SUBJECT CONTENT 
 
4.1  Notions  
 
Candidates are expected to be able to express themselves on matters related to:  
 
4.1.1 Personal identification: Say who they are, spell their names, state their address, give their 

telephone number, say when and where they were born, state their age, sex, and nationality, 
speak of their family and their relatives, state their likes and dislikes, say what other people 
are like. They can also elicit / understand similar information from others (this includes jobs 
and professions). 

 
4.1.2 House and home, environment. Describe a house or a flat, the rooms in it and their contents, 

speak of the cost of same, refer to furniture and bed-clothes, to the services, and the amenities 
in it, describe the natural environment (including some flora and fauna); obtain / understand 
similar descriptions and references from others; exchange views on these matters; 
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4.1.3 Daily life: Describe their daily routines, at home and at school and can speak of their 
prospects. Can obtain information on same from others and exchange views on these matters. 
Can describe some events, e.g. Car accidents (entails knowing the more important parts of a 
car), thefts, etc. such as one hears or reads about in newspapers, radio and television. 

 
4.1.4 Free time and entertainment: Say when they are free and what they do in their spare time with 

reference to hobbies and interests, public entertainment and private pursuits, radio and tv, 
cinema, sports, reading and youth groups. They can obtain similar information from others 
and exchange views on these matters. 

 
4.1.5 Travel: Use and refer to means of transport; travel by road, rail, sea and air for holiday 

purposes (includes the vocabulary necessary in hotels/pensions, luggage, entering and leaving 
a country, travel documents). 

 
4.1.6 Relations: Refer to personal relations (friend, boy/girl-friend, acquaintance, stranger), 

participate in social life, deal with matters of correspondence, refer to club membership, refer 
to government and politics, to matters of crime and justice, of war and peace (army, navy and 
air force), to social affairs (pollution, poverty, the most important issues at the moment), and 
exchange views on these matters with others,  

 
4.1.7 Health and body care: Refer to matters of personal comfort (includes knowing the parts of the 

body), stating whether they feel well, are hungry, tired, etc., refer to matters of personal 
hygiene, refer to matters of health and illness and describe what is wrong to a doctor or 
dentist, report accidents, refer to medical services and insurance. Smoking and consumption 
of alcohol. They can exchange information and views on these matters. 

 
4.1.8 Education: Exchange information and views on educational matters, particularly types of 

education, school subjects and qualifications. 
 
4.1.9 Shopping: Make use of shopping facilities, particularly obtaining foodstuffs, clothes and 

household articles. They can discuss prices, pay for things bought. They can exchange 
information and views on these matters. 

 
4.1.10 Food and drink: Refer to and order various kinds of food and beverages in a café, a restaurant, 

etc; know weights and measures. They can exchange information and views on food 
(including recipes), drink, places for eating and drinking. 

 
4.1.11 Services: Refer to, inquire about and make use of postal services, telephone, banks, police, 

medical services and petrol stations. 
 
4.1.12 Places: Ask the way and give strangers directions (location, relative position, distance, 

motion, direction, vocabulary for traffic ). 
 
4.1.13 Language: Refer to their ability to understand and speak Italian and when in difficulty can use 

compensation strategies (v. 4.2.3) 
 
4.1.14 Weather: Can understand a weather forecast and exchange information and views on climate 

and weather conditions. 
 
 
4.2 FUNCTIONS 
 
4.2.1 Socialising 
 
Greeting people (friends, acquaintances and strangers), replying to a greeting, introducing oneself or 
someone, responding on being introduced, attracting attention and responding to the request, asking 
and conceding permission, closing a contact, taking leave, asking someone to relay good wishes, 
interrupting and suspending a communication, thanking and responding to thanks, congratulations and 
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responding to congratulations, expressing best wishes, expressing sympathy, asking pardon and 
responding to such requests, proposing a toast and responding to toasts. 
 
4.2.2 Structuring discourse 
 
Opening, hesitating, correcting oneself, introducing a theme, asking for and giving permission to talk, 
explaining oneself, being more precise, enumerating, summarising, expressing and asking for an 
opinion, exemplifying, changing or asking someone to change the subject, interrupting, asking 
someone to be silent, indicating a wish to continue and encouraging someone to do the same, 
indicating that one is coming to an end, closing, calling someone on the telephone and answering a 
call; writing and answering a letter. 
 
4.2.3 Communication repair 
 
Signalling non-understanding, asking for repetition, asking someone to translate, asking for 
confirmation of a text, asking for clarification, expressing ignorance of a word or expression, 
apologising for ignorance, appealing for assistance, asking someone to speak more slowly, asking for 
guidance, paraphrasing, asking if you have been understood, spelling out names in Italian letters, 
correcting oneself. 
 
4.2.4 Imparting and seeking factual information 
 
Identifying, reporting (describing and narrating), correcting a statement, asking for confirmation and 
information (who? when? where? how? why? to what degree? whose? what? which?), answering such 
questions, comparing. 
 
4.2.5 Expressing and finding out attitudes 
 
Expressing and enquiring about: agreement and disagreement, approval and disapproval, interest and 
lack of interest, likes and dislikes, satisfaction and dissatisfaction, wants and desires, intentions, 
opinions, preferences, degrees of certainty, whether something is or is not permissible. 
 
Expressing or denying: ability and inability to do something, certainty and uncertainty, happiness and 
unhappiness, pleasure and displeasure, possibility and impossibility, probability and improbability, 
anxiety, boredom, disappointment, disgust, doubts, faith, fear, gratitude, hate, hope, hypotheses, 
necessity, obligation, pity, relief, regret, sympathy, surprise, worry. 
 
Stating whether one knows or does not know a person, a thing, or a fact; enquiring whether someone 
knows someone or something; stating whether one remembers or has forgotten and asking this of 
others; granting or withholding permission; giving reassurance; reacting to an expression of gratitude; 
offering and accepting an apology;  
denying statements. 
 
4.2.6 Deciding on a course of action 
 
Accepting and declining an offer or an invitation, advising, asking someone for something, directing, 
encouraging, enquiring whether an offer is accepted or declined, instructing, inviting someone to do 
something, ordering someone to do something or to refrain from doing it, requesting something, 
requesting and offering assistance, suggesting a course of action and agreeing to someone’s 
suggestion, warning. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sections 4.1 and 4.2 have been to a very large extent extracted from the “Threshold Level 1990” by 
J.A. van Ek and J.L.M. Trim, by kind permission of the Director General, Modern Languages Section 
of the Council of Europe. The “Threshold Level 1990” is published by the Cambridge University 
Press, CUP – ISBN – 0 521 56706 8. 
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4.3 GRAMMATICA E STRUTTURE   GRAMMAR AND STRUCTURES
  
*The asterisk indicates that students are expected to be familiar with these grammatical terms (2e vii 
above). 
 
Accordo* del participio passato* con 

l’oggetto* 
Aggettivi*, formazione di e posizione; 

indefiniti; dimostrativi; interrogativi; 
possessivi (compreso l’uso con nomi di 
parentela) 

Aggettivi e nomi alterati 
Alfabeto 
Articolo determinativo* e indeterminativo* 
Avverbi*, formazione di e posizione 
Bello e Quello + nome* 
Cavarsela e farcela 
Ci e vi, avverbi e particelle 
Concordanza* dei tempi* e dei modi* 
Condizionale semplice* e composto1)* 
Congiuntivo 1)*, uso dei quattro tempi 
Congiunzioni* con l’indicativo*; con il 

congiuntivo; 
Data e ora (compresi i giorni della settimana) 
Di, uso partitivo 
Discorso diretto e indiretto* 
Ecco + pronome 
Forma passiva* 
Forma passiva coi verbi modali 
Forma perifrastica: stare per + infinito; stare + 

gerundio* 
Futuro semplice* e Futuro anteriore 
Gerundio, presente e passato 
Gradi dell’aggettivo e dell’avverbio: 

comparativo* di maggioranza, minoranza e 
uguaglianza (compresi le forme irregolari 
più usati) 

Imperativo 1)*; forme tronche dell’imperativo; 
imperativo negativo 

Impersonale*, forma 
Indicativo, tutti i tempi1) (tranne il Trapassato 

remoto) e il loro uso 
Infinito*, Uso di (Presente e Passato) 
 
Infinito in funzione di imperativo 
Infinito sostantivato 
Interrogativi*: pronomi, aggettivi e avverbi 
Ne di specificazione, partitivo e avverbio 
Nome: femminile e maschile, singolare e 

plurale (compresi quelli irregolari più 
comuni) 

Nomi femminili, formazione dei 
Numerali collettivi e moltiplicativi 
Numeri cardinali, tutti 
Numeri ordinali: da 1o a 100 o 

Operazioni, le quattro 
Particella ci (c’è, ci sono, ce l’ho, non ce l’ho, 

ci vuole, ci vogliono) 
Particella ci con pensare, credere, riuscire 

Agreement of past participle with the object 
 
Adjectives, formation of and their placing; 

indefinite, demonstrative; interrogative; 
possessive (including use of before names 
of relatives) 

Adjectives & nouns with affixes 
The alphabet 
Definite and indefinite article 
Formation and placing of adverbs 
Bello and Quello before a noun 
Use of cavarsela and farcela 
Ci and vi, adverbs and particles 
Agreement of tenses and moods 
Present and Past Conditional 
Subjunctive, use of the four tenses 
Conjunctions taking the indicative; taking the 

subjunctive 
Dates and Time (including days of the week) 
Use of the partitive di 
Direct and Indirect speech 
Ecco followed by a pronoun 
Passive voice 
The passive voice with modal verbs 
Progressive construction: stare per + infinitive; 

stare per + gerund 
Future simple and Future perfect 
The gerund, present and past 
Regular comparison of adjectives and adverbs 

(and the irregular forms most commonly 
used) 

 
The imperative mood; contracted forms of the 

imperative; negative form of the imperative 
The impersonal construction 
All the tenses of the Indicative (except the 

Pluperfect) and their uses 
Use of the infinitive (Present and Perfect 

Infinitive) 
The infinitive used as imperative 
The infinitive as noun 
Interrogative pronouns, adjectives and adverbs 
ne, pronoun and conjunctive adverb 
Noun: fem./ masc., sing. / plural (including the 

more common irregular ones) 
 
Formation of feminine nouns 
Collective numbers 
All cardinal numbers 
Ordinal numbers: 1st to 100 th 

The four mathematical operations 
The particle ci (c’è, ci sono, ce l’ho, non ce 

l’ho, ci vuole, ci vogliono) 
Ci with pensare, credere, riuscire 
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Particelle ne e ci con l’imperativo e con il 
gerundio 

Participio passato1) 

Periodo ipotetico* con l’indicativo (presente, 
futuro e imperfetto) e il congiuntivo 
(imperfetto e trapassato) 

Plurali irregolari 
Preposizioni articolate*; semplici*; con 

pronomi forti 
Pronomi combinati* 
Pronomi combinati con l’infinito, 

l’imperativo, il gerundio 
Pronomi dimostrativi 
Pronomi diretti* deboli e forti 
Pronomi diretti con il gerundio e l’infinito 
 
Pronomi diretti e indiretti* con verbi al 

passato 
 
Pronomi indefiniti 
Pronomi indiretti deboli e forti 
 
Pronomi interrogativi 
Pronomi personali* con l’imperativo 
Pronomi personali e relativi 
Pronomi personali soggetto (incluso si) 
Pronomi relativi 
Pronomi possessivi 
Pronomi riflessivi 
Quantità, aggettivi e avverbi di 
Sapere / conoscere 
Si passivante 
Superlativo assoluto* e relativo* 
Tenerci, andarsene 
Verbi modali dovere, volere, potere, sapere 

(anche nei tempi composti con verbi 
intransitivi) 

Verbi riflessivi* e pronominali 

The particles ne and ci with the imperative and 
the gerund 

The Past participle 
Conditional clauses with the indicative 

(present, future and imperfect) and the 
subjunctive (imperfect & past perfect) 

Irregular plurals 
Prepositions and prepositions with the definite 

article; with emphatic pronouns 
Conjunctive and Disjunctive Pronouns 
Conjunctive and Disjunctive Pronouns with 

the infinitive, the imperative, the gerund 
Demonstrative pronouns 
Weak and emphatic direct object pronouns 
Direct object pronouns with the gerund and the 

infinitive 
Direct and indirect object pronouns with past 

tenses 
Indefinite pronouns 
Indirect object pronouns, weak and emphatic 

forms 
Interrogative pronouns 
Personal pronouns with the imperative 
Personal and relative pronouns 
Subject personal pronouns (including si) 
Relative pronouns 
Possessive pronouns 
Reflexive pronouns 
Adjectives and adverbs expressing quantity 
Difference between sapere and conoscere 
Use of si for passive voice 
Superlative: absolute and relative 
Use of tenerci and andarsene 
The modal verbs (including their use with 

composite intransitive verbs) 
 
Reflexive verbs and pronominal forms 

 
1) Dei verbi regolari di tutt’e tre le coniugazioni e dei verbi irregolari più usati. 
N.B. The feminine and plural forms where they exist are subsumed by the form given. 
 
4.4 Items in this section (4.4.1 – Culture and Civilisation; 4.4.2 – Idioms; 4.4.3 – 

Abbreviations; 4.4.4 – Proverbs) may also be tested in the reading and listening 
comprehension tests if such knowledge is contributory to the understanding of the passages. 

 
4.4.1 Culture and Civilisation 
 

Geography and demography: 
 

Italy’s position in Europe and in the Mediterranean: The seas which surround it; the countries which 
border it. The twenty regions and the ‘capoluoghi’ of Piedmont, Lombardy, Veneto, Liguria, Emilia-
Romagna, Tuscany, Lazio, Campania, Puglia, Sardinia and Sicily; locating these regions and their 
‘capoluoghi’ on a map. 

• North – Centre – South. 
• The Alps and the Apennines, the Dolomites, the main lakes (Garda, Maggiore, Como); the 

main rivers (Po, Tiber, Arno, and Adige); the volcanoes (Vesuvius, Etna, Stromboli and 
Vulcano). 

• Sicily – Palermo, Siracusa, Catania, Taormina and Messina; locating them on a map. 
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Problems facing the Italian society: organised crime: Mafia, Camorra, ’Ndrangheta, clandestine 
immigration. 

 
History and tourism: 
 

Rome: Its foundation, Romolus, Remus, the she-wolf, Capital city of the Roman Empire, Centre of the 
Catholic world, Seat of the Italian government. St Peter’s (the dome and the Pietà by Michelangelo, 
the colonnade by Bernini), the Forum, the Colosseum, the Pantheon, Fontana di Trevi, Piazza Navona 
and the “Fontana dei fiumi” by Bernini, Trinità dei Monti and Piazza di Spagna, Stazione Termini, 
Fiumicino. 
 
Very briefly:: Garibaldi, Cavour, Mazzini. 
 
Tourism in Italy: Italians and their holiday resorts. Italy as a holiday attraction; Rome, Venice and 
Florence. The Palio of Siena, the Carnival in Venice. Other festivities in Italy: 25 aprile, 2 giugno, 
Ferragosto. 

 
Leisure and entertainment: 
 

Sport in Italy: The most popular sports disciplines in Italy: football, cycling, Formula 1 racing. 
 
The more important newspapers and magazines: Il Corriere della Sera, La Repubblica, La Stampa, La 
Gazzetta dello Sport, Gente, Oggi, Guerin Sportivo, Donna Moderna, Tv, Sorrisi e Canzoni, Famiglia 
Cristiana. 

 
The Italian cuisine: some first and second plates; some types of renowned pasta and cheeses. 
 
Fashion: “Made in Italy”, Gucci, Valentino, Armani, Benetton. 
 
The bar and the square: What they represent in Italy. 

 
Art and Literature: 

 
Dante: when he lived and very briefly what the Divina Commedia is about, i.e. Inferno, Purgatorio, 
Paradiso, Beatrice, Virgilio. 
 
Manzoni: I Promessi Sposi and very brief information about the protagonists: Renzo, Lucia, Don 
Abbondio, Padre Cristoforo, Don Rodrigo. 
 
Collodi: Pinocchio, very briefly the story and the main characters: Pinocchio, Geppetto, la Fata 
Turchina, Il Gatto e la Volpe, Lucignolo, il Grillo parlante. 
 
The Renaissance: very brief information on Leonardo, Michelangelo, Botticelli and Raffaello. 

 
Caravaggio: very brief information about his stay in Malta: The Beheading of St John, St Jerome. 
Mattia Preti in Malta. 
 
Music in Italy: Verdi, Rossini, Puccini. La musica leggera and the more renowned singers: Modugno, 
Celentano, Mina, Vasco Rossi, Eros Ramazzotti, Laura Pausini. 
 
Politics in Italy: knowledge of the terms: Quirinale, Montecitorio, Palazzo Madama, Palazzo Chigi. 
 
Suggested readings: 
During the initial phase of the candidates’ preparation for the examination, they may find the following 
text of great utility: 
SCOPRIRE L’ITALIA: Cianti, Gavelli. CIDEB, Serie Imparare leggendo. ISBN 88-7754-373-6. 
Teachers may use the following text in order to obtain further information on the topics mentioned 
above: 



SEC Syllabus 2009: Italian 
 

 11 

CIVILITÀ ITALIANA (2002): Pagnottini Sebastiani, Rossi Giacobbi. Guerra Edizioni. ISBN 88-7715-
563-9. 
 
4.4.2 Idioms 
 
acqua in bocca; 
andare con i piedi di piombo; 
andare per la maggiore; 
avere voce in capitolo; 
cadere dalla padella nella 
brace; 
dare corda (spago) ; 
darsi delle arie; 
di punto in bianco; 
essere al verde; 
essere come il diavolo e 
l’acqua santa; 
essere con l’acqua alla gola; 

essere in vena; 
fare il diavolo a quattro; 
fare le parti del leone; 
gettare la spugna (il guanto); 
lacrime di coccodrillo; 
lavarsene le mani; 
lotta senza quartiere; 
menare per il naso; 
mettere i puntini sulla i; 
mettere una mano sul fuoco; 
nascere con la camicia; 
passare una notte in bianco; 
perdere la bussola (le staffe); 

piantare in asso; 
prendere due piccioni con una 
fava; 
ridotto sul lastrico; 
rompere il ghiaccio; 
salire al settimo cielo; 
spezzare una lancia a favore di; 
sudare sette camicie; 
tallone d’Achille; 
tirare i remi in barca; 
uccello del malaugurio; 
uscire dai gangheri. 

 
4.4.3 Abbreviations: 
 
a.C., ACI, ANSA, CAP, d.C., doc, dop, ENEL, FS, IVA, Telecom. 
 
4.4.4 Proverbs: 
 

Aiutati che Dio t’aiuta; 
Al cuore non si comanda; 
Batti il ferro quando (finché) è caldo; 
Can che abbaia non morde; 
Chi cerca trova; 
Chi disprezza compra; 
Chi dorme non piglia pesci; 
Chi fa da sé fa per tre; 
Chi la fa l’aspetti; 
Chi non lavora non mangia; 
Chi troppo vuole nulla stringe; 
Chi trova un amico trova un tesoro; 
Chi va piano va sano e va lontano; 
Dal dire al fare c’è di mezzo il mare; 
Dal frutto si conosce l’albero; 
Dimmi con chi vai e ti dirò chi sei; 
Finché c’è vita c’è speranza; 
Fra i due litiganti il terzo gode; 
Gioco di mani gioco di villani; 
I panni sporchi si lavano in famiglia; 
I pesci grossi mangiano quelli piccoli; 
Il buon giorno si conosce dal mattino; 
Il lupo perde il pelo ma non il vizio; 

Il riso fa buon sangue; 
Il tempo è denaro; 
L’abito non fa il monaco; 
L’apparenza inganna; 
L’appetito vien mangiando; 
L’unione fa la forza; 
L’uomo propone e Dio dispone; 
La gatta frettolosa fece i gattini ciechi; 
La verità viene sempre a galla; 
Meglio soli che male accompagnati; 
Meglio tardi che mai; 
Non c’è due senza tre; 
Non c’è rosa senza spine; 
Non destar il can che dorme; 
Non tutto il male vien per nuocere; 
Occhio non vede cuore non duole; 
Paese che vai usanza che trovi; 
Patti chiari amicizia lunga; 
Tutto è bene quel che finisce bene; 
Tutto il mondo è paese; 
Uomo avvisato mezzo salvato; 
Volere è potere. 

 
 
5. GRADE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Grade 1:  
 

Candidates have assimilated all the essential rules of the language. They communicate 
competently and fluently in writing and in speech in various everyday contexts and are able to express 
ideas and opinions clearly. They can understand the finer points of authentic texts on subjects of very 
general public interest or of particular interest to their age group. They have a vocabulary range well 
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above that of the average student. Their writing is coherent, well-organised and shows a variety of 
cohesive devices. 
 
 
Grade 5:  
 

Candidates possess the language well enough to cope in familiar everyday situations: seeking 
and giving information and taking part in conversation. They have an active possession of the basic 
vocabulary and can understand the main points and specific details of a written text intended for native 
speakers on subjects of very general public interest or of particular interest to their age group. Their 
grammar is fairly correct and mistakes, in both speaking and writing, do not hinder communication. 
 
 
Grade 7:  
 

Candidates manage to communicate, asking for and exchanging information, in a very limited 
way (albeit with some repetition and hesitancy) in some everyday situations. They know the very basic 
vocabulary and the more elementary structures. Their knowledge of the language is more in the nature 
of short memorised phrases covering predictable situations. They can write brief and simple sentences 
which, although grammatically imperfect, are easily understandable to a co-operative native speaker. 
They can also understand some of the main points of an authentic written text of very wide general 
interest. 
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Latin  SEC 21                                                        (Not available in September) 
Syllabus                                                                      Paper I (2 hrs) + Paper II (2 hrs) 
 
Introduction 
 
The syllabus which is here presented has been designed to lead to a teaching syllabus and scheme of 
examination which will provide: 

 
(a) a system which differentiates between candidates on the basis of positive achievement rather 
than failure; 
(b) a system which enables all candidates to gain grades according to their competence. 

 
Aims 
 
The aims of a course in Latin leading to the award of a Secondary Education Certificate should be: 

 
(a) to form a sound basis of skills, language, and attitudes required for further study; 
(b) to offer insights into the culture and civilisation of Classical Rome; 
(c) to provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation. 

 
Assessment Objectives 
 
The scheme of assessment will test: 
 

(a) the candidates' ability to understand Latin in written forms; 
(b) the candidates' ability to produce written material in Latin. 

 
 
Scheme of Assessment 
 
The examination will consist of two papers of two hours' duration each. 
 
Paper I (100 marks): This paper is to be taken by all candidates.  It will consist of two sections: A 
(verse) and B (prose).  Candidates must attempt both sections. 
 
Paper II (100 marks): There will be two versions of this paper: Paper IIA and Paper IIB.  Candidates 
are required to indicate on the registration form which Paper II they wish to sit for.  No change in the 
choice of paper will be allowed after the registration period.  Paper IIA comprises more demanding 
questions than those in Paper IIB. 
 
Results 
 
Candidates sitting for Paper I and Paper IIA may qualify for a grade within the range 1 to 5 (i.e. 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5); the results of candidates who do not obtain a Grade 5 shall remain Unclassified (U). 
 
Candidates sitting for Paper I and Paper IIB may qualify for a grade not higher than 4 (i.e. grades 4, 5, 
6, 7); the results of candidates who do not obtain at least a Grade 7 shall remain Unclassified (U). 
 
Syllabus 
 
Paper I 
This paper will consist of two sections A and B.  Candidates must attempt both sections. 
 

Section A (50 marks) 
A prescribed verse text.  Passages are set and questions asked on them to test candidates' 
understanding of context, subject-matter, and simple grammatical and literary points.  Candidates 
may be asked to translate parts of the set passages. 
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Section B (50 marks) 
A prescribed prose text, candidates' knowledge of which will be tested as in Section A. 
 
Set Texts: 
Prose  – Cicero: Select Letters by D.R. Shackleton Bailey – C.U.P. 1998, ISBN 0 521 295246 

paper, Letters 1-25 
Verse – Virgil: Selections  from Aeneid IV by J.V. Muir – C.U.P. 1994, ISBN 0 521 21581 1 limp 

Lines 1361 in Latin, the rest in English 
 

Paper II 
Paper IIA 
Candidates will be asked to answer Questions 1, 2 and either 3 or 4 (three questions in all) from the 
following: 
 

(a) a short Latin prose passage for translation into English (30 marks) 
(b) a Latin prose passage with questions to test comprehension  (30 marks) 
(c) another short but more difficult Latin prose passage, or a verse passage for translation into 
English           (40 marks) 
(d) a choice of eight of ten English sentences for translation into Latin (40 marks) 
 
Candidates are expected to be familiar with the following elements of syntax: 
• Common case usages, with or without prepositions; common expressions of place and time. 
• Use of verbs, including those governing the dative and ablative; prolative infinitive; use of 
participles, including ablative absolute; simple uses of gerunds and gerundives, including 
obligation. 
• Direct and indirect statements; direct and indirect questions; direct and indirect commands and 
petitions; purpose clauses; result clauses; relative clauses; verbs of fearing; causal clauses 
introduced by quod, quia with the indicative or cum with the subjunctive; concessive clauses; 
common simple temporal clauses; easy examples of conditional clauses; use of personal,  
possessive, reflexive, emphatic demonstrative, relative and interrogative pronouns and adjectives. 

 
Paper IIB 
Candidates will be asked to answer Questions 1, 2, and either 3 or 4 (three questions in all) from the 
following: 

(a) an easy and short Latin prose passage with easy translation into English (30 marks) 
(b) an easy and short Latin prose passage with easy questions to test comprehension (30 marks) 
(c) another easy and short latin prose or verse passage for translation into English (40 marks) 
(d) a choice of eight of ten simple English sentences for translation into Latin (40 marks) 
 
Candidates are expected to be familiar with Latin Grammar, and simple elements of Latin syntax, 
such as, cum-clause (meaning "since"), direct question, direct command, wish for the future, 
exhortation, prohibition, relative clause, and ablative absolute.  No cases of obligation expressed 
in the gerund or gerundive will be examinable. 

 
Suggested Text-book 

E.G. MacNaughton and T.W. McDougall, A New Approach to Latin, Books I-II (Oliver & Boyd, 
Edinburgh) or a course of the same level. 
 
Ph Dunlop, Short Latin stories, C.U.P. 1987, ISBN 0 52 1 paperback. 
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Is-Sillabu tal-Malti  ~ES 22 Isir f’Settembru wkoll: (L-1 Karta u t-2 Karta B) 
L-1 Karta:Orali/Ta]dita/Smig] (15min)+Kitba u G]arfien il-Lingwa(1 3/4 ta' sieg]a) +                                          
It-2 Karta (A u B): Kitba u G]arfien tal-Lingwa (sag]tejn).            
        

 
 
Ir-Razzjonal 
Il-kandidati  ji[u e\aminati fl-ilsien u l-letteratura Maltija g]al dawn ir-ra[unijiet: 
• Il-Malti ji[bor fih identità lingwistika  u kulturali   li l-poplu Malti sawwar u g]adu qieg]ed isawwar fi 

pro`ess kontinwu. 
• Il-Malti huwa mezz ta’ komunikazzjoni u interazzjoni. 
• Il-Malti huwa g]odda ta’ kreattività u estetika letterarja. 
 
 
L-G]anijiet 
Dan l-e\ami qieg]ed isir biex: 
• Nag]rfu l-livelli varji tal-kandidati fl-g]arfien tag]hom f’dik li hija identità lingwistika Maltija fit-tifsira 

wiesg]a tag]ha. 
• Nag]rfu l-livelli varji tal-kandidati fil-]ila komunikattiva tag]hom bil-Malti skond ir-re[istru u l-format 

li tkun titlob is-sitwazzjoni  
• Nag]rfu l-livell tal-kandidati fil-]ila tal-g]arfien, l-apprezzament u l-anali\i kritika ta’ testi letterarji. 
 
 
L-O[[ettivi 
F’dan l-e\ami l-kandidat  ji[i ttestjat u assessjat f’dawn l-oqsma: 
 
 
A. L-ewwel karta - L-Oral - Qari/Ta]dit/G]arfien Kulturali 
• Il-]ila li  jaqra, jifhem u jinterpreta  test bil-Malti. 
• Il-]ila li jag]raf, jifhem u jinterpreta aspetti spe`ifi`i tal-kultura Maltija. 
 
 
B. L-ewwel karta - Kitba u G]arfien il-Lingwa 
• Juri li fehem  test ta’ kitba bil-Malti billi jwie[eb mistoqsijiet ta’ xe]ta referenzjali u inferenzjali. 
• Jag]raf il-lingwa fl-aspetti varji tag]ha billi jwie[eb mistoqsijiet ta’  grammatika, morfolo[ija, 

testwalità, lessiku u sintassi. 
• Jag]raf jinterpreta l-aspett simboliku tal-lingwa b’referenza spe`jali g]al [emg]at spe`ifi`i ta’ 

idjomi u qwiel u fl-istess ]in jag]ti tag]rif dwarhom. 
• Juri l-]ila fil-kitba tal-Malti komunikattiv b’referenza spe`ifika g]all-kitba ta’ varjetajiet ta’ ittri qosra, 

rapporti, g]oti ta’ direzzjonijiet u struzzjonijiet, kitba ta’ riklami, taqsiriet ta’ diskorsi/kitbiet bil-Malti. 
• Juri l-]ila/kompetenza fil-kitba kreattiva billi jikteb dwar xi wie]ed minn dawn il-forom ta’ kitbiet: 

komponiment, djalogu/intervista u ta]dita 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It-Tieni Karta A u B - Qari u Anali\i tal-Letteratura 
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It-Tieni Karta A It-Tieni Karta B 
 
Permezz tal-mistoqsija dwar ir-Referenza g]all-Kuntest il-kandidati juru li: 
 

 
• G]andhom l-]ila jifhmu  parti minn 

silta ta’ test/test s]i]  li tkun di[a' 
saret preparazzjoni fih 

 
• G]andhom l-]ila jifhmu parti minn 

silta ta’ test/test s]i]  li tkun di[a' 
saret preparazzjoni fih 

 
 
• Jifhmu  is-silta tat-test mog]tija  fil-

kuntest tat-test s]I] 

 

 
• Janalizzaw il-kontenut, l-istil, ix-

xejriet letterarji u l-metrika tal-
poe\ija wa]edha 

 
• Janalizzaw il-kontenut, l-istil, ix-

xejriet letterarji u l-metrika  tas-silta 
tal-poe\ija/poe\ija s]i]a  li jkun 
ing]ata 

 
 
• Janalizzaw I l-kontenut, l-istil u x-xejriet letterarji tas-silta ta’ pro\a/test ta’ 

pro\a wa]du 
 

 
• Iqabblu it-test (poe\ija/pro\a) ma’ 

testi (poe\iji/ /siltiet/test ta’ pro\a) 
o]ra 

 
 

 
 
Permezz tal-mistoqsija [enerali dwar il-Letteratura: 
 

 
• Il-kandidati juru l-]ila li kappa`I jiktbu esej fit-tul dwar aspetti temati`I u letterarji

ta’ [emg]at ta’ testi ta’ pro\a u/jew poe\iji spe`ifi`I 
 
 

 
• Il-kandidati juru l-]ila fl-anali\i tat-

testi tal-[emg]at mog]tija kemm 
wa]edhom kif ukoll f’relazzjoni 
bejniethom 

 
• Il-kandidati juru l-]ila li kapa`i  

jirreferu g]at-testi (poe\iji/siltiet ta’ 
pro\a/pro\a) fil-[emg]at mog]tija. 

 
 
 
 

 
• Juri l-]ila li g]andu ]akma tajba ta’ l-ilsien Malti b’mod spe`jali f’dik li hija ortografija,  skond 

l-a]]ar a[[ornamenti ta’ l-Akkademja tal-Malti, vokabolarju, sintassi u pre\entazzjoni matul 
l-e\ami kollu. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L-Iskema ta’ l-E\ami 
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Jing]ataw \ew[ karti ta’ sag]tejn il-wa]da. Fil-kitba l-kandidati jridu jimxu ma’ l-a]]ar a[[ornamenti 
ta’ l-Akkademja tal-Malti. 
 
L-Ewwel Karta: Din tin]adem mill-kandidati kollha.  Din tkun tikkonsisti minn \ew[ taqsimiet:  
                          1. L-Oral - Qari/Ta]dit/G]arfien Kulturali  
                          2. Kitba u G]arfien tal-Lingwa 
 
It-Tieni Karta: Ikun hemm \ew[ ver\jonijiet ta’ din il-karta, It-Tieni Karta A  jew It-Tieni Karta B. 
It-Tieni Karta A jkun fiha mistoqsijiet li je]tie[u livell og]la ta’ preparazzjoni mit-Tieni Karta B. 
Il-kandidati jridu juru fuq l-applikazzjoni tag]hom liema ver\joni tat-Tieni Karta jixtiequ jag]mlu. 
Ma jit]allewx jibdlu l-g]a\la tag]hom wara li jag]laq il-perijodu tar-re[istrazzjoni. 
 
 
Ri\ultati 
Il-kandidati li jag]\lu l-Ewwel Karta u t-Tieni Karta A jistg]u jiksbu minn Grad 1 sa 5 (ji[ifieri Gradi 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5). Min i[ib inqas minn Grad 5 jibqa' U (Unclassified). 
 
Il-kandidati li jag]\lu l-Ewwel Karta u t-Tieni Karta B jistg]u jiksbu grad li ma jkunx og]la minn Grad 4 
(ji[ifieri, il-Gradi 4, 5, 6, 7). Min ma j[ibx Grad 7 jkollu U (Unclassified). 
 
 
Xi jfissru l-Gradi 
 
Il-kandidat juri: 
 
Livell g]oli ]afna : 
• fil-]iliet tal-qari, ta]dit u g]arfien kulturali 
• fil-kitba u l-g]arfien tal-lingwa  
• fil-fehim u l-anali\i tal-letteratura 
• fil-]ila tal-]akma tal-kontenut 
• fil-]ila fl-istil ta’ kif jippre\enta l-kontenut 
• fil-]ila fil-]akma ta’ l-ortografija  

 
Grad 1 

 
Livell g]oli : 
• fil-]iliet tal-qari, ta]dit u g]arfien kulturali 
• fil-kitba u l-g]arfien tal-lingwa 
• fil-fehim u l-anali\i tal-letteratura 
• fil-]ila tal-]akma tal-kontenut 
• fil-]ila fl-istil ta’ kif jippre\enta l-kontenut 
• fil-]ila fil-]akma ta' l-ortografija 

 
Grad 2 

 
Livell tajjeb ]afna 
• fil-]iliet tal-qari, ta]dit u g]arfien kulturali 
• il-kitba u l-g]arfien tal-lingwa 
• il-fehim u l-anali\i tal-letteratura 
• ]ila  tal-]akma tal-kontenut 
• ]ila fl-istil ta’ kif jippre\enta l-kontenut 
• ]ila fil-]akma ta' l-ortografija 

 
Grad 3 

 
Livell tajjeb 
• fil-]iliet tal-qari, ta]dit u g]arfien kulturali 
• il-kitba u l-g]arfien tal-lingwa 
• il-fehim u l-anali\i tal-letteratura 
• ]ila tal-]akma tal-kontenut 
• ]ila fl-istil ta’ kif jippre\enta l-kontenut 
• ]ila fil-]akma ta’ l-ortografija 

 
Grad 4 
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Livell mhux ]a\in 
• fil-]iliet tal-qari, ta]dit u g]arfien kulturali 
• il-kitba u l-g]arfien tal-lingwa 
• il-fehim tal-letteratura 
• ]ila tal-]akma tal-kontenut 
• ]ila fl-istil ta’ kif jippre\enta l-kontenut 
• ]ila fil-]akma ta' l-ortografija 

 
Grad 5 

 
Livell ta’ ]ila `ertifikabbli  
(Dan il-grad juri li potenzjalment il-kandidat g]andu livell ba\iku li b’daqsxejn 
sforz u prattika jista’ jwasslu biex jil]aq livell og]la.) 
• fil-]iliet tal-qari, ta]dit u g]arfien kulturali 
• il-kitba u l-g]arfien tal-lingwa 
• il-fehim tal-letteratura  
• ]ila tal-]akma tal-kontenut 
• ]ila fl-istil ta’ kif jippre\enta l-kontenut 
• ]ila fil-]akma ta’ l-ortografija 

 
Grad 6 

 
Livell ta’ ]ila `ertifikabbli b’daqsxejn aktar sforz u prattika 
 (Dan il-grad juri  li potenzjalment il-kandidat g]andu livell ba\iku li b’ aktar sforz 
u prattika jista’ jwasslu biex jil]aq livell og]la.) 
• fil-]iliet tal-qari, ta]dit u g]arfien kulturali 
• il-kitba u l-g]arfien tal-lingwa 
• il-fehim tal-letteratura 
• ]ila tal-]akma u l-pre\entazzjoni tal-kontenut 
• ]ila fl-istil ta’ kif jippre\enta l-kontenut 
• ]ila fil-]akma ta' l-ortografija 

 
Grad 7 

 
 
Il-livell li jinkiseb f’kull grad mill-1 sas-7,  jing]ata b’mod kumplessiv u g]alhekk il-kandidat jista’ jkollu 
livelli varji fil-]iliet u l-kompetenzi assessjati. 
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A. L-Ewwel Karta - L-Oral - Qari/Ta]dit/G]arfien Kulturali    
 
 
 
 

It-tip ta’  
mistoqsija 

}iliet/Kompetenzi 
Assessjati 

Deskrizzjoni tat-tipi tal-mistoqsijiet Marki 

1. • Qari ta’ test bil-
Malti (li jista’ 
jkun minn 
re[istri varji: 
lettera-
tura,rapporti 
e``.) 

• l-g]oti tal-punti 
ewlenin ta’ dan 
l-istess test 
u/jew l-
interpretazzjon
i tat-test.1 

 
 

Il-]ila u l-kompetenza fil-qari 
tat-test inkwistjoni kif ukoll 
fl-g]arfien u l-
interpretazzjoni ta’ l-istess 
test b’Malti mitkellem 
tajjeb. 

• Aqra t-test li g]andek quddiemek. 
• G]id fi kliemek it-test li g]adek kif qrajt u/jew wie[eb dawn il-

mistoqsijiet biex turi li inti fhimt u taf tinterpreta t-test li g]adek kif 
qrajt b’Malti mitkellem tajjeb.2 

 
6 
(Dawn jinqasmu  
3  marki g]all-qari  
u 3 marki g]all-fehim 
u l-interpretazzjoni 
tat-test b’Malti 
mitkellem tajjeb.) 

 
1 G]al dan l-e\er`izzju l-e\aminatur ikollu quddiemu g]a\la ta’  ]ames (5 ) testi wi``hom ’l isfel li l-kandidat jag]\el wie]ed minnhom.  Xi w]ud  
   minn dawn it-testi jinbidlu minn jum g]all-ie]or. 
 
2  L-E\aminatur jing]ata g]add ta' mistoqsijiet li bihom ikun jista' jg]in lill-kandidat jo]ro[ il-punti ewlenin imma jkun ]ieles li jaddattahom biex jo]ro[ l-a]jar 
ri\ultat  mill-kandidat li jkollu quddiemu. 
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2. G]oti ta’ tag]rif u 
neb]/ideat dwar 
aspetti ta’ identità 
Maltija 

Tag]rif, fehim  u 
interpretazzjoni tal-
komponent 
lingwistiku/kulturali Malti. 

3
 

It-tieni komponent ta’ l-oral 
(lingwa u kultura) g]andu 
jkollu l-u\u ta’ stampa/i  
u/jew pittura/i  
u/jew ritratt/i b]ala spunt  
g]ad-diskussjoni mal-
kandidat/a. 
Jit]ejjew minn qabel 3 jew 4 
mistoqsijiet b’rabta ma’ l-
g]a\la ta’ stampa/i,  
pittura/i, ritratt/i  b’tali mod li 
jistimulaw it-ta]dit waqt l-
oral. 
L-istampa/i, il-pittura/i, u/jew 
ir-ritratt/i jista’ jkollhom 
kapxin jew titlu. 

Il-Lingwa 
Isiru mistoqsijiet ta’ xe]ta [enerali dwar l-esperjenza tal-lingwa fil-
kuntest Malti: 
• mill-aspett storiku 
      G]al dan il-g]an il-mistoqsijiet ikunu dwar  kif \viluppa 
      u evolva l-ilsien Malti b’referenza g]all-elementi li  
       jsawru lsienna ji[ifieri l-element: 

• Semitiku 
• Rumanz  
• Ingli\  

u/jew 
• mill-aspett ta’ \mienna.  
Il-lingwi li nitkellmu u a]na mdawrin bihom fid-dinja ta’  
\mienna b’referenza partikolari g]al: 

• Il-Malti,  
• L-Ingli\  
• It-Taljan u/jew lingwi o]ra li l-kandidat ikun irid jitkellem 

dwarhom. 
 
Il-Kultura 
Isiru mistoqsijiet  ta’ xe]ta [enerali dwar l-esperjenza kulturali fil-
kuntest Malti  
• mill-aspett folkloristiku  
G]al dan il-g]an il-mistoqsijiet ikunu dwar  dawn id-drawwiet 
folkloristi`i Maltin:   
 

• l-g]ana  
• il-passatempi u log]ob tradizzjonali 
• il-]rejjef u l-le[[endi  
• xog]lijiet, snajja’ u professjonijiet 
• ir-riti tal-passa[[ (drawwiet  li g]andhom x’jaqsmu mat-twelid, 

il-pubertà, i\-\wie[ u l-mewt) 
 

 

9 
(Dawn jinqasmu 3 
marki g]at-tag]rif; 
3 marki g]all-
g]arfien  
u  
l-interpretazzjoni; 3 
marki g]all-mod kif il-
kandidat jesprimi 
ru]u bil-Malti f’dik li 
hija 
intonazzjoni]akma 
tal-kelma, l-idjoma u 
s-sintassi.) 

                                                           
3 L-e\aminatur ikollu quddiemu sett ta’ mistoqsijiet spe`ifi`i li g]andhom jg]inuh biex ji\viluppa d-diskussjoni. Il-mistoqsijiet ikunu kemm dwar il-lingwa kif 
ukoll dwar il-kultura kif spjegati f’dan is-sillabu. Il-kandidati g]andhom ikunu m]ejjija fi\-\ew[ komponenti 
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u/jew 
• dwar dawn l-istess komponenti kulturali fi \mienna ji[ifieri: 

• il-mu\ika ta’ \mienna 
• il-passatempi u sports 
• ir-ra]al/belt fejn tg]ix  
• xog]lijiet, snajja’ u professjonijiet 
• ir-riti tal-passa[[ (xi jsir fi \mienna fl-okka\joni tat-twelid, il-

pubertà, i\-\wie[ u l-mewt) 
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B. L-Ewwel Karta  -  Kitba u G]arfien tal-Lingwa                      
 It-tip ta’ 

mistoqsija4 
}iliet/Kompetenzi 
Assessjati 

Deskrizzjoni tat-tipi tal-mistoqsijiet Marki 

1. Mistoqsijiet dwar 
silta 

Fehim it-test Mistoqsijiet gradati  ta’ xe]ta referenzjali u inferenzjali dwar il-kontenut/il-linja ta’ l-
istorja ta’ test ‘validu’. 

12 

2. Mistoqsijiet dwar il-
lingwa 

L-g]arfien tal-lingwa fl-
aspetti varji tag]ha 

a) Mistoqsijiet marbuta mas-silta ta’ fuq kif ukoll o]rajn g]al rashom 
b) grammatika e\. l-a[[ettivi, in-nomi, il-verbi 
`)   morfolo[ija e\. mistoqsijiet dwar l-g]erq, iz-zokk morfemiku 
d)  testwalità e\. mistoqsijiet dwar il-koe\joni, il-koerenza, is- 
sekwenzjalità, is-semantika, l-ellipsis e``. 
e)  lessiku e\. mistoqsijiet dwar il-kliem 
f)  sintassi e\. mistoqsijiet dwar il-binja tas-sentenzi, trasformazzjoni ta’ sentenzi. 

30 

3. Mistoqsijiet dwar il- 
qawl u l-idjoma 

L-aspett ‘simboliku’ fl-isfond 
lingwistiku kulturali. 

Mistoqsijiet dwar idjomi u qwiel mis-silta ewlenija/siltiet o]ra  kif ukoll dwar [emg]at 
temati`i ta’ idjomi u qwiel spe`ifi`i. 5 
 
Dawn huma: 
• Idjomi: 
a)  Kuluri 
b)  I\-\mien u l-]in 
`)  Persuni u Familjari 
d)  Alla u R-Reli[jon 
e)  Annimali 
f) L-elementi 
 

 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
4 Sakemm huwa possibbli din il-karta jkun fiha g]anqbuta ta’ temi/qag]diet/sitwazzjonijiet/ideat/’valuri’ marbuta ma’ xulxin matul il-karta kollha. Dan g]andu 
jg]in biex il-karta  ta’ l-e\ami tkun g]odda ta’ assessjar li jorbot mal-metodolo[ija ta’ tag]lim f’kuntest testwali, lingwistiku, tematiku u kulturali. 
 
5 Dawn il-[emg]at temati`i ta’ idjomi u qwiel g]andhom ji[u studjati b]ala [emg]at ta’ komponenti kulturali li jitfg]u dawl fuq il-mod kif il-Maltin sawru l-
kun`etti, l-ideat u l-]sibijiet tag]hom 
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4.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mistoqsijiet dwar il-
]iliet fil-Malti 
Komunikattiv 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Il-]ila li wie]ed jikkomunika 
bil-Malti f’sitwazzjonijiet 
spe`ifi`i 

• Qwiel: 
 
a)  Alla 
b)  Tama u Sabar 
`)   G]a[[la u n-Nuqqas ta’ }sieb 
d)   Xiri u Negozju 
e)  G]erf Prattiku 
f)  Is-Sa]]a  
 
Mistoqsijet dwar ll-Malti b]ala g]odda ta’ komunikazzjoni f’sitwazzjonijiet ta’ lingwa 
b]al ng]idu a]na klinika, bank, uffi``ju e``. Dawn jinkludu: 
• kitba ta’ ittri personali 
• twe[ib g]al ittri personali 
•  ittri informali 
• twe[ib g]al ittri informali 
• rapporti dwar sitwazzjonijiet/qag]diet 
• g]oti ta’ direzzjonijiet 
• g]oti ta’ struzzjonijiet 
• kitba ta’ riklam/i 
• taqsiriet ta’ diskorsi/kitbiet bil-Malti 
 

10 

5. Komponiment Il-]ila li wie]ed jikteb b’mod 
kreattiv. 

Il-kandidati jing]ataw erba’ titli ta’ komponiment. Wie]ed ta’ xejra narrattiva. 
Wie]ed ta’ xejra deskrittiva. Wie]ed ta’ xejra argumentattiva. Wie]ed ta’ xejra 
espo\itorja. 
 
Il-mistoqsija tista’ g]alhekk tinkludi fiha w]ud minn dawn: 
• komponiment deskrittiv e\. persuna, xena, ambjent 
• komponiment narrattiv e\. storja fil-]ajja, storja ta’ ktieb, dramm jew film 
• komponiment argumentattiv e\. vanta[[i u \vanta[[i, opinjonijiet 
• djalogu e\. bejn omm u bint , si[ra u spekulatur ta’ l-art 
• ta]dita formali e\. g]al Jum l-Ambjent 
• ta]dita informali e\. fl-okka\joni ta’ g]eluq snin xi ]add 
• intervista 

25 
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A. - It-Tieni Karta  - 1 (a) u 1 (b) -  Qari u Anali\i tal-Letteratura 
 
   It-Tieni Karta A It-Tieni Karta B  
 It-tip ta’ 

Mistoqsija 
}iliet/ 
Kompetenzi 
Assessjati 

Deskrizzjoni tat-tip tal-mistoqsijiet 
 

Marki 

1 (a) Referenza 
g]all-Kuntest 
- Poe\ija 

Il-fehim u l-
anali\i ta’ test 
poetiku 

|ew[ mistoqsijiet dwar  \ew[ siltiet ta’ poe\iji  
li minnhom trid tintwie[eb wa]da dwar: 
• il-kontenut 
• l-istil 
• ix-xejriet letterarji 
• il-metrika 
b’referenza:  
• g]as-silta inkwistjoni 
• g]all-poe\ija kollha 
• g]al taqbil ma’ testi o]ra ta’ poe\ija u 

pro\a 

|ew[ mistoqsijiet dwar \ew[ siltiet ta’ 
poe\iji/poe\iji s]a]   li minnhom trid 
tintwie[eb wa]da dwar: 
• il-kontenut 
• l-istil 
• ix-xejriet letterarji 
• il-metrika 
b’referenza  
• g]as-silta inkwistjoni/il-poe\ija s]i]a li 

jkollhom  quddiemhom 
 
 

15 

1 (b) Referenza 
g]all-kuntest 
- Pro\a  

Il-fehim u l-
anali\i ta’ test ta’ 
pro\a 

|ew[ mistoqsijiet dwar  \ew[ siltiet ta’ pro\a 
li minnhom trid tintwie[eb wa]da dwar: 
 
• il-kontenut 
• l-istil 
• ix-xejriet letterarji  
b’referenza: 
• g]as-silta inkwistjoni  
• g]as-silta/test s]i] ta’ pro\a kollu  
• g]al taqbil ma’ testi o]ra ta’ poe\ija u 

pro\a 

|ew[ mistoqsijiet dwar \ew[ siltiet ta’ 
pro\a/test s]i] ta’ pro\a   li minnhom trid 
tintwie[eb wa]da dwar: 
• il-kontenut 
• l-istil 
• ix-xejriet letterarji  
• b’referenza: 
• g]as-silta inkwistjoni/it-test s]i]  
• ta’pro\a li jkollhom quddiemhom 

15 
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B. It-Tieni Karta - 2(a) u 2(b) - Qari u Anali\i tal-Letteratura 
 
   It-Tieni Karta A It-Tieni Karta B 

 
 

 It-Tip ta’ 
mistoqsija 

}iliet/Kompete
nzi Assessjati 

Deskrizzjoni tat-tipi tal-Mistoqsijiet 
 

Marki 

2(a) Mistoqsija 
[enerali 
dwar il-
letteratura 

G]erf u g]arfien 
(Karta A u B) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Interpret  
azzjoni u  
applikazzjoni  
(Karta A) 
• Evalwazzjoni
• (Karta A) 

|ew[  mistoqsijiet  [enerali dwar 
• aspetti temati`i   
• u letterarji  
tat-testi ta’ pro\a u/jew poe\iji li minnhom trid 
tintwie[eb wa]da f’madwar 400 kelma billi 
ssir referenza  
• g]at-tag]rif (knowledge) 
• l-g]arfien (understanding) 
kif ukoll issir 
• interpretazzjoni u applikazzjoni 
 
• evalwazzjoni tal-[emg]at tat-testi kemm 

wa]edhom kif ukoll f’relazzjoni 
bejniethom. 

|ew[  mistoqsijiet  [enerali dwar 
• aspetti temati`I 
• u letterarji  
tat-testi ta’ pro\a u/jew poe\iji li minnhom trid 
tintwie[eb wa]da f’madwar 200 kelma billi 
ssir referenza  
• g]at- tag]rif (knowledge) 
• l-g]arfien (understanding) 
 
 
 
• evalwazzjoni tal-[emg]at tat-testi kemm 

wa]edhom kif ukoll f’relazzjoni 
bejniethom. 

 

35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 (b) 

                                                    
Trid tintwie[eb mistoqsija wa]da minn tnejn fuq l-istess tifsila tal-mistoqsija fit-2 (a)                                           

             
 
 

 
35 



Is-Sillabu ta`-¬ES (2009): Il-Malti 

 13 

 IT-TEST mag]\ul g]at-Tieni Karta, A u B huwa: Qawsalla - Antolo[ija tal-Letteratura Maltija, L-Università ta’ Malta, 1990. It-temi mag]\ula  huma 
kif [ej: 
 

Tema Poe\ija / Pro\a Awtur Pa[na 
 
1. Il-Protesta 

 
Malta {enna ta’ l-Art            
Jum ir-Reb] 
Tradiment 
San Niklaw 
Ir-Raba' ta' Samwel  
}itan tas-Sejjie]  
I\-|abra  
Ir-Ribelli  

 
{u\e` Ellul Mercer 
Ru\ar Briffa 
Victor Fenech 
Joe Friggieri 
Frans Sammut 
Marjanu Vella 
Victor Fenech 
J.J. Camilleri 
 

    
      6 
    14  
    98 
  112 
  113 
  116 
  120 
  136 
   

 
2. Ir-Rispett fil-
Familja 

 
Il-Bejjieg] tal-Gazzetti 
Ir-Ra[el tal-Klieb 
Lullaby Lil Yevgeny  
Missier u Iben 
Mur Orqod Binti  
Demg]at tas-Sil[  
Sentiment 

 
{or[ Borg 
Oliver Friggieri 
Mario Azzopardi 
Francis Ebejer 
Oliver Friggieri 
Mario Azzopardi 
Philip Sciberras 

  
  139 
  146 
  169 
  185 
  196 
  199 
  213 
 

 
3. Tifkiriet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
|jara lil {esu`  
L-G]ajn fil-Misra]  
Il-Vapur ta’ l-Art   
Ma’ l-Ewwel Qtar 
Tifkiriet ta’ Tfuliti 
L-Ewwel Darba li Ltqajt Mag]ha  
Niftakar 
Darba wa]da g]ad-dawl tal-lampa 

 
Dun Karm 
Joe Friggieri 
Kilin 
Raymond Mahoney 
Karmenu Vassallo 
Trevor Zahra 
Anton Buttigieg 
Tarcisio Zarb 

  
    27     
    98 
    99 
  107 
  151 
  180 
  216 
  250 
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4. {rajja  
    u Identita` 

 
F’}a[ar Qim 
Il-Fidwa tal-G\ejjer  
Ta]t in-Nar 
Jum ir-Reb] 
Il-G]anja tar-Reb]a 
Rewwixta 
Il-Mandra[[ 
Il-Malti - L-Ilsien Nazzjonali Tag]na 
 

 
{or[ Pisani 
{u\e` Galea 
{u\e` Chetcuti 
Ru\ar Briffa 
Dun Karm 
Oliver Friggieri 
{u\e` Orlando 
Manwel Mifsud 

    
      1 
      2 
    11 
    14 
    17 
    19 
  120 
  262 
 

 
5. Karattri 

 
Qasba 
Mananni 
Il-{lieda 
Laqg]a Ma' Poeta 
Mill-{did Poeta 
Mass Meeting 
Dak it-Tara[ 
Jien Si[ra Kbira 
 

 
Mario Azzopardi 
{or[ Pisani 
Wistin Born 
Frans Sammut 
Ru\ar Briffa 
Lino Spiteri 
Charles Flores 
{or[ Borg 

    
    38 
  106 
  170 
  190 
  195 
  203 
  218 
  223 
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Mathematics SEC 23                                                      Available in September (Paper I and Paper IIB only) 

Syllabus                                                         Paper I:  Section A (20 minutes) & Section B (1 hr 40 minutes) + Paper II 2(hours) 

 

 
Introduction 
 

Mathematics furnishes the prime means by which information can be organised, communicated and 
manipulated. It is also an ever-expanding body of facts, skills, concepts and strategies used in the solution of a 
wide range of problems.  As a consequence, when implementing this syllabus, teachers of Mathematics should 
emphasize that: 

 
(i) Mathematics is useful.  It equips students with the necessary knowledge to help them understand and interact 

with the world around them.  Moreover, it forms the basis of science, technology, architecture, engineering, 
commerce, industry and banking.  It is also increasingly being used in the medical sciences, biological 
sciences, economics and geography.  This pervasiveness makes Mathematics one of the most important 
subjects in the school curriculum.  

(Utilitarian Aspect of Mathematics Teaching and Learning) 
 
(ii)  Mathematics is an evolving body of knowledge that is characterised by its order, precision, conciseness and 

logic.  It should offer the students intellectual challenge, excitement, satisfaction and wonder. 
(Aesthetic Aspect of Mathematics Teaching and Learning) 

 
 
Aims 
 
When implementing this syllabus, teachers should aim to enable candidates to: 

• Understand and appreciate the place and purpose of Mathematics in society and apply mathematical concepts 
to situations arising in their own lives; 

• Apply mathematical knowledge and understanding to solve problems; 

• Think and communicate mathematically - precisely, logically and creatively; 

• Develop a positive attitude to Mathematics, including confidence and perseverance; 

• Develop an ability to work independently and co-operatively when doing Mathematics; 

• Appreciate the interdependence of  the different branches of Mathematics; 

• Acquire a secure foundation for the further study of Mathematics; 

• Use Mathematics across the curriculum; and, 

• Make efficient, creative and effective use of appropriate technology in Mathematics. 
 
 
Assessment Objectives 
 
The examination will, in general, test: 

• The candidate’s ability to recall, understand and apply mathematical knowledge   in a wide context; 

• The candidate’s ability to understand and analyse a problem, select an appropriate strategy, apply suitable 
knowledge and techniques to solve it, verify and interpret the results; and, 

• The candidate’s ability to understand, interpret and evaluate mathematical ideas that are presented in oral, 
written and visual forms. 

 
In particular, the candidate will be required to demonstrate the ability to: 

• Communicate, conjecture, reason and prove mathematically; 

• Understand the nature of numbers and make use of them; 

• Understand the nature of algebraic relationships and make use of them; 
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• Understand the nature and properties of shape, space and measures and make use of them;  

• Understand the nature of statistics and process, represent and interpret data; and, 

• Understand the nature of probability and calculate the probabilities of events. 
 
 

During the course candidates should be given opportunities to: 

• Use calculators and computer software including spreadsheets, LOGO, a  dynamic geometry package and 
computer algebra system;        

• Use computers as a source of large samples, as a tool for exploring graphical  representations, and as a means 
for simulating events; 

• Develop a feel for numbers; 

• Develop and use a range of methods of computation, namely, mental, pencil-and-paper, calculator and 
computer methods, and apply these to a range of problems; 

• Develop and use a range of methods for approximation of numbers and apply these to a range of problems; 

• Develop and use a range of methods for estimation of measures and apply these to a range of problems; 

• Explore a variety of situations which lead to the expression of relationships; 

• Consider how relationships between number operations underpin the techniques for manipulating algebraic 
expressions; 

• Consider how algebra can be used to model real-life situations and to solve problems; 

• Explore shape and space through drawing and practical work; 

• Use computers to generate and transform graphic images and to solve problems; 

• Formulate questions that can be solved using statistical methods; 

• Undertake purposeful inquiries based on data analysis; 

• Engage in practical and experimental work in order to appreciate principles which govern random events; and, 

• Look critically at some of the ways in which representations of data can be misleading and conclusions can be 
uncertain. 

 
 
Scheme of Assessment  
  
The examination will consist of two papers, Paper I and Paper II, each of 2 hours duration.  There will be two 
versions of Paper II: Paper IIA and Paper IIB. Candidates who intend to further their study in Mathematics and 
Science subjects at Intermediate Level and Advanced Level are advised to sit for Paper IIA. 
 
Questions will be set in English and must be answered in English. 
 
 

Paper I 
This paper is to be taken by all candidates and will cover the Core Syllabus content only. 
It will be divided into two Sections, A and B.  
 

Section A (Non-Calculator Section) 

• It will consist of twenty short questions to be answered in 20 minutes.  

• Each question will carry 1 mark.   

• Calculators and protractors are not allowed. 

• Questions will typically involve numerical calculations, approximations, estimations, data and graphical 
interpretations, application of formulae, recall and applications of properties of shapes, recall and applications of 
mathematical facts 

• To answer these questions, particularly those involving numerical calculations, candidates are advised to choose 
and use the more efficient techniques (mental and pencil-and-paper). They are expected to have a range of 
strategies to aid mental calculations of unknown facts from facts that can be rapidly recalled. 
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Section B (Calculator Section) 

• It will consist of nine to eleven compulsory graded questions to be answered in one hour and forty minutes. 

• The questions may have different mark allocations which will be stated on the paper and will carry a total of 80 
marks.  

• Candidates are allowed to use mathematical instruments and scientific calculators with statistical functions.  
Programmable calculators are not allowed. 

 
Paper II 

There will be two versions of this paper (IIA or IIB).  Candidates will be required to indicate on the registration form 
which version they wish to sit for.  No change in the choice of paper will be allowed after the registration period.  In the 
September supplementary session only Paper I and Paper IIB will be offered.  
 
Candidates are allowed to use mathematical instruments and scientific calculators with statistical functions.  
Programmable calculators are not allowed. 
 
Paper IIA will consist of about nine to eleven compulsory questions with varying mark allocations per question which 
will be stated on the paper, carrying a total of 100 marks.  The questions in this paper will cover the content in both the 
Core and the Extension parts of the syllabus.  A typical problem in this paper will be more difficult to solve than a 
typical Paper I problem.  The time allowed for this Paper is two hours. 
 
Paper IIB will consist of twenty to twenty-eight questions with varying mark allocations stated on the paper and will 
carry a total of 100 marks.  The questions in this paper will cover the content in that part of the syllabus indicated as 
Core.  A typical problem in this paper will be easier to solve than a typical Paper I problem.  The time allowed for this 
Paper is two hours.  
 
The overall weighting (±5%) for each of the four main components of the syllabus is shown below: 
  

 Number Algebra Shape, Space & Measures Data Handling 

Paper I and 

Paper IIA 
25% 35% 30% 10% 

Paper I and  

Paper IIB 
35% 20% 35% 10% 

 
 
Results 
  
Candidates sitting for Paper I and Paper IIA  may qualify for Grades 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5.  The results for candidates who do 
not obtain at least a Grade 5 shall remain Unclassified (U). 
  
Candidates sitting for Paper I and Paper IIB  may qualify for Grades 4, 5, 6, or 7.  The results for candidates who do 
not obtain at least a Grade 7 shall remain Unclassified (U). 
 
 
Grade Descriptions 
 
The following descriptions are meant to provide a general indication of the standards of achievement normally shown 
by candidates earning particular grades.  However the final grade awarded will reflect the extent to which the 
candidates have met the assessment objectives overall.   
 
 
Grade 1 is awarded to candidates whose answers exhibit: 

o An understanding of complex non-routine problems; 
o Logical reasoning and valid conclusions; 
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o An overall high performance in all areas of the syllabus; 
o A high level of presentation (providing evidence of effective and clear communication through writing and 

diagrams); and, 
o Correct computations and solutions. 
 

Grade 5 is awarded to candidates whose answers exhibit: 

o An understanding of routine problems; 
o An acceptable amount of reasoning and valid conclusions;  
o An average performance in most areas of the syllabus; and, 
o An adequate level of presentation and communication. 
 

Grade 7 is awarded to candidates whose answers show: 

o An understanding of simple routine problems; 
o A poor performance in all areas of the syllabus; and,  
o Some attempt at communication. 
 
 
Table of Formulae 
 
A table of the formulae reproduced below will be provided for the candidate’s use.  These formulae will be provided 
for Paper IIA only. 

 

Area of a Triangle     Cab sin
2

1
 

Curved Surface Area of Right Circular Cone               rlπ  
 

Surface Area of a Sphere    24 rπ  
 

Volume of a Pyramid / Right Circular Cone heightlar perpendicu    area  base 
3

1 ×  

Volume of Sphere     3

3

4
rπ  

Solutions of ax2 + bx + c = 0   
a

acbb
x

2

42 −±−=  

 
 
Syllabus 
 
The syllabus is divided into four main areas:  Number – Algebra − Shape, Space and Measures −−−− Data Handling. 
 
Candidates taking Paper IIB need only cover the Core content (shown in normal type). 
 
Candidates taking Paper IIA  have to cover the Core content (shown in normal type) and the Extension content 
(shown in bold type). 
 
Examples are shown in italic. 
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CORE EXTENSION 

NUMBER  

1. Recognise, understand and use integers (positive or 
negative), factors (divisors) and multiples, least 
common multiple, prime numbers and prime factor 
decomposition. 

Highest common factor. 

 

2. Generate number sequences.  

3. Understand that the reciprocal of a number is its 
multiplicative inverse; use index notation (e.g. 73, 
7-2); understand the terms square, square root, cube 
and cube root; understand and use the index laws 
for multiplication and division of integer powers; 
understand and use the standard index form, 
expressed in conventional notation and on a 
calculator display (e.g. carry relatively simple 
calculations within scientific contexts). 

Use the index laws for positive and negative 
fractional powers 

4. Understand and use fractions in real life contexts; 
recognise equivalent fractions; simplify fractions; 
order fractions; convert fractions to decimals and 
vice-versa; know that many simple fractions can be 
represented as recurring decimals; know that 
fractions with denominators that have only prime 
factors of 2 and 5 will terminate. 

 

5. Understand and use decimals in real life contexts; 
recognise terminating and recurring decimals; 
order decimals by using place value and by their 
positions on the number line. 

 

6. Understand and use percentages in real life 
contexts; interpret percentage as “number of parts 
per hundred”, convert simple fractions of a whole 
to percentages of the whole and vice versa (e.g. 
interpret 10% of 40 as 10/100 × 40); express a 
quantity as a percentage of another; calculate 
percentage increase and decrease (e.g. a 15% 
increase in value of C is calculated as 1.15 × C 
and a 20% discount on €250 gives a total 
calculated as 0.8 × €250); carry out calculations 
involving reverse percentages (e.g. to find the cost 
price given the selling price and percentage 
profit.) 

 

7. Understand and use negative numbers in real life 
contexts (e.g. finding the temperature difference 
between temperatures below zero). 

 

8. Use ratio notation (e.g. in maps and scale 
drawing); recognise its various connections with 
fraction notation; reduce a ratio to its simplest 
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form; divide a quantity in a given ratio. 

9. Use the four rules for calculations with integers, 
decimals and fractions, including the correct order 
of operations and use of brackets. 

 

10. Understand and use measures; use metric units of 
mass, length, area, volume and capacity in practical 
situations; express quantities in terms of larger and 
smaller units; calculate time in terms of the 12-
hour and 24-hour clock; read and interpret clocks, 
dials and time-tables; read and use scales in 
practical situations (e.g. read a thermometer scale). 

 

11. Use money; convert from one currency to another 
(e.g. change from Euro to other currencies and 
vice-versa); solve problems on personal and 
household finance, involving earnings (e.g. stocks), 
simple interest, tax and insurance. 

Make repeated use of a multiplier raised to a power 
(the growth or decay factor) to compute Compound 
Interest, appreciation or depreciation; use the 
calculator and the spreadsheet to investigate the 
factors affecting these; determine, by trial and 
error, the number of years by means of a 
calculator. 

12. Understand and use the elementary ideas and 
notation of direct and inverse proportion, including 
calculating an unknown quantity from quantities 
that vary in direct- or inverse- proportion. 
Understand and use the elementary ideas of 
common measures of rate (e.g. calculate average 
speed). 

 

13. Carry out estimations and approximations 
including making estimates of measures, rounding 
to a specified number of significant figures and 
decimal places to reasonable accuracy in the 
context of a given problem, making sensible 
approximations in calculations involving 
multiplication and/or division. 

Understand and use limits of accuracy; give 
appropriate upper and lower bounds for data given 
to a specified accuracy (e.g. measured lengths); 
obtain appropriate upper and lower bounds to 
solutions of simple problems (e.g. the calculation of 
the perimeter or area of a rectangle given data to a 
specified accuracy). 

14. Use calculators efficiently and effectively; know 
how to enter complex calculations; understand the 
calculator display interpreting it appropriately (e.g. 
in money calculations); know when not to round 
during the intermediate steps of a calculation;  
know how to interpret numbers displayed in 
standard form and know how to enter numbers in 
the standard form; apply appropriate checks of 
accuracy (e.g. working the problem backwards 
from its solution or making approximations to 
check the reasonableness of the result). 

 

ALGEBRA  

15. Use and understand algebraic representation; use 
letters to express generalised numbers; 
understand that algebraic entities are transformed 
according to the well-defined properties of 
generalised arithmetic; use input/output function 
machines to define functions; manipulate 

Use function notation (e.g. f(x) = 3x – 5); 

Use output/input inverse function machines;  

Use inverse function notation (e.g. if f(x) = 3x – 5 
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algebraic expressions by collecting like terms, by 
multiplying a single term over a bracket, by 
taking out a single term common factor. 

 

then f –1(x) = (x + 5)/3). 

Expand the product of two linear expressions. (e.g. 
(x + 1)(x −−−− 2) = x2 −−−− x −−−− 2). 

Factorise expressions involving difference of two 
squares and trinomials. (e.g. 2x2+5x-12=(2x-
3)(x+4)). 

Use rational expressions with algebraic 

denominators (e.g. write 
22

1

−
+

+ x

x

x
as a single 

fraction). 

16. Construct simple linear equations from given 
situations; solve linear equations; solve 
simultaneous linear equations in two unknowns, 
graphically by interpreting the common solution 
as the point of intersection and/or algebraically 
by elimination and by substitution. 

 

Solve simple linear inequalities in one variable and 
represent the solution set on the number line (e.g. 
2x – 3 >7). Determine the solution to an inequality 
or set of inequalities on a graph by shading the 
appropriate region(s) (e.g. y  ≥≥≥≥ 3x, y  ≤≤≤≤ 5 and x + y > 
4). 

Solve quadratic equations, by factorisation or by 
the “quadratic formula”. 

Solve a linear equation and a quadratic equation 
simultaneously graphically by interpreting the 
common solution as the point of intersection and/or 
algebraically by elimination and by substitution. 

Use trial and improvement methods involving 
calculator and computers to find approximate 
solutions of equations for which there is not a 
simple method of solution. (e.g.  to solve x3 – x = 80). 

17. Use formulae arising in mathematics and in other 
subjects, substitute numbers into a formula, 
derive a formula and change the subject of the 
formula including use and construction of a 
formula on a spreadsheet; use and interpret 
positive and negative integral indices, including 
zero; use the index laws in simple instances. 

Transform more complicated formulae. 

Use and interpret fractional indices. 

Solve problems involving direct and inverse 
variation to determine unknown quantities 
restricted to y αααα xn, where n = ±±±±1, ±±±±2, 3. 

18. Generate terms of a sequence using term-to-term 
and position-to-term definitions of the sequence; 
use expressions to describe the nth term of a 
simple sequence. 

 

19. Demonstrate familiarity with Cartesian 
coordinates in two dimensions; recognise that 
equations of the form y = mx + c, with m and c 
specified numerically, represent straight line 
graphs; construct table of values for linear and 
quadratic functions; plot and draw graphs of such 
functions by making use of pencil and paper 
methods, a spreadsheet and a graphing package; 
read off values from graphs; understand, interpret 
and calculate the gradient of a line from the 
coordinates of two points on it; find the gradient 

Construct tables of values for cubic functions and 
reciprocal functions of the type f(x) = a/x (e.g. use 
pencil and paper, a spreadsheet or a graphing 
package to generate points and plot graphs of y = x3 – 
2x or y = 1/x with x ≠≠≠≠ 0). 

Solve graphically linear, quadratic, cubic and 
reciprocal functions simultaneously (e.g. find 
graphically common solutions for y = 2x – 1 and y = 
x3). 
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of lines given by equations of the form y = mx + 
c  with both m and c specified numerically; 
obtain the equation of a straight line in the form y 
= mx + c;  know and understand that  parallel 
lines have equal gradients. 

Calculate the length of the straight line segment 
from the coordinates of its end points as an 
application of Pythagoras’ Theorem. 

20. Interpret information presented in a variety of 
linear and non-linear graphs (e.g. distance-time 
and velocity-time graphs; conversion graphs; 
graphs of height against age). Candidates are not 
expected to make use of the fact that the area 
under a velocity-time graph gives the distance 
travelled. 

 

SHAPE, SPACE and MEASURES  

21. Recall and use properties of angles at a point, 
angles on a straight line, vertically opposite 
angles; distinguish between acute, obtuse and 
reflex angles; estimate the size of an angle in 
degrees. 

 

22. Distinguish between lines and line segments; use 
parallel lines, alternate angles, corresponding 
angles and interior angles on same side and 
between same parallel lines; understand the 
consequent properties of parallelograms; 
understand a proof that the angle sum of a 
triangle is 180°; understand a proof that the 
exterior angle of a triangle is equal to the sum of 
the interior angles at the other two vertices. 

 

23. Use angle properties of equilateral, isosceles and 
right-angled triangles; explain why the angle sum 
of a quadrilateral is 360°. 

 

24. Understand and use the essential properties of the 
square, rectangle, parallelogram, trapezium, 
rhombus and kite; classify quadrilaterals using 
their geometric properties. 

 

25. Calculate and use the sums of the interior and 
exterior angles of regular and irregular polygons 
- use a formula, such as [2n – 4] right angles or 
(n-2)×180°, for the sum of the interior angles of a 
polygon with n sides. 

 

26. Understand when shapes are congruent; 
appreciate the uniqueness of triangles satisfying 
SSS, SAS, ASA, and RHS; understand and use 
SSS, SAS, ASA and RHS conditions to prove the 
congruence of triangles. 

Understand when shapes are similar; understand 
and use the AAA, common ratio property of 
sides and two common ratios and the included 
angle to prove similarity of triangles. 

Prove the congruence of triangles in more 
generalised contexts. 

 

Understand and use the relationship between 
lengths, areas and volumes of similar shapes. 
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Appreciate that all congruent shapes are similar 
but similar shapes are not necessarily congruent. 

27. Carry out constructions based on measurement; 
estimate, measure and draw lines and angles; 
construct parallel lines; construct angles of 60° 
and 90° using compasses; construct simple 2-D 
geometrical figures from given data; use straight 
edges and compasses to construct the 
perpendicular bisector of a line segment, the 
perpendicular from a point to a line and the 
bisector of an angle; read and make scale 
drawings (e.g. to solve right angled triangles). 

 

28. Find the perimeter and area of rectangles and 
triangles by counting unit measures and by 
formula; find the area of a parallelogram; find the 
area of a trapezium; find the surface area of 
simple compound shapes; find the circumference 
and area of a circle; find the length of arc and 
area of sector as fractions of the circumference 
and area of a circle; find the surface area of a 
cube, cuboid, cylinder; find the surface area of a 
right pyramid. 

Find the area of acute and obtuse angled triangles 
using ½ ab sin C; find the area of segments in a 
circle; find the surface area of a right cone and a 
sphere. 

 

29. Find volumes of cuboids by counting unit 
measures and by formula; find the volume of a 
prism; find the volume of a cylinder; find the 
volume of compound 3-D shapes involving 
cubes, cuboids and prisms. 

Find the volume of a right pyramid, right cone, and 
sphere. Find the volume of a frustum. 

 

30. Know and understand the meaning of terms 
related to the circle: centre, radius, chord, 
diameter, circumference, secant, tangent, arc, 
sector, and segment. 

 

31. Use properties of shapes in tessellations; 
recognise line and rotational symmetry in two 
dimensions; recognise order of rotational 
symmetry; recognise properties of triangles, 
quadrilaterals and circles related to their 
symmetries; use the symmetry properties of the 
circle and their converse – equal chords are 
equidistant from the centre, the perpendicular 
bisector of a chord passes through the centre, 
tangents from an external point are equal. 

Prove the symmetry properties of the circle through 
congruency. 

 

32. Know and use the following angle properties of 
the circle to calculate unknown angles – the angle 
in a semi-circle is a right angle, the angle at the 
centre is twice the angle at the circumference, 
angles in the same segment are equal, angles in 
opposite segments are supplementary, the angle 
between the radius and the tangent at the point of 
contact is a right angle. Candidates are expected 
to use these angle facts to justify arguments in 
simple riders. 

Know and use the alternate segment property. 

Prove, in structured questions, the angle properties 
of the circle - with the exception of perpendicularity 
of radius and tangent. 
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33. Devise instructions for a computer to produce the 
desired shapes and paths (e.g. equilateral 
triangles and hexagons); apply the following 
locus properties in two dimensions in practical 
situations:  

• The locus of points which are at a fixed 
distance from a given point; and, 

• The locus of points which are equidistant 
from two given points. 

Use the following loci in two dimensions:   

• The locus of points which are equidistant from 
a straight line; and, 

• The locus of points which are equidistant from 
two intersecting straight lines. 

Use intersecting loci. 

34. Understand, recall and use Pythagoras’ Theorem 
and its converse in 2-D. 

Use Pythagoras’ Theorem in 3-D contexts (e.g. to 
determine lengths inside a cuboid). 

35. Understand, recall and use the trigonometrical 
relationships in right-angled triangles, namely, 
sine, cosine and tangent, and use them to solve 
problems in simple practical situations (e.g. in 
problems involving angles of elevation and 
depression). 

Extend the use of the sine and cosine functions to 
angles between 90°°°° and 180°°°°; use the sine and 
cosine formulae to solve any triangle; solve simple 
trigonometrical problems in 3-D.  

36. Interpret and use three figure bearings measured 
clockwise from the north; use scale drawing and 
the trigonometrical ratios to solve problems 
involving bearings. 

 

37. Recognise, describe and construct translations 
and reflections of 2-D figures.  

Recognise, describe and construct rotations and 
enlargements about the origin of 2-D figures. 

 (In questions requiring candidates to construct 
transformations on the Cartesian plane, the 
mirror lines for constructing reflections will be 
restricted to the axes, y = ± x,  y = ± c,  x  = ± c. 
The angles of rotation for constructing rotations 
will be restricted to multiples of 90°.The scale 
factor for constructing enlargements will be 
restricted to a positive integer or a fraction. 
Column vectors will be used to describe 
translations.) 

Recognise that reflections, rotations and 
translations preserve length and angle, so that any 
figure is congruent to its image under any of 
these transformations. 

Appreciate that any two circles and any two 
squares are mathematically similar, whereas, in 
general, two rectangles are not. 

Recognise that enlargements preserve angle 
measure and not length;  

Understand and use the effect of enlargement on 
the perimeter of 2-D shapes. 

Recognise, describe and construct rotations and 
enlargements about any point of the Cartesian 
plane. Use negative scale factors of enlargement. 

 

Transform 2-D shapes by a combination of 
transformations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Understand and use the effect of enlargement on 
the area of 2-D shapes. 
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DATA HANDLING   

38. Collect, classify and tabulate statistical data (e.g. 
gather data from Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) sources); 
read, interpret and draw simple inferences from 
tables and statistical diagrams. 

Construct bar charts, pie charts, simple frequency 
distributions and histograms with equal intervals 
using pencil and paper methods and ICT 
methods. 

Understand and use bar charts, pie charts, simple 
frequency distributions and histograms with 
equal intervals. 

Calculate and interpret the range, mean, median 
and mode for discrete and continuous data; use 
appropriate statistical functions on a calculator 
and a spreadsheet. 

Understand and use histograms with unequal 
intervals; construct and use cumulative frequency 
curves; estimate the median, the lower and upper 
quartiles, and the interquartile range from 
cumulative frequency curves; interpret and 
construct box plots to illustrate or compare 
distributions with large data-sets; calculate the 
mean, median and mode for grouped data and 
identify the modal class from a grouped frequency 
distribution. 

 

39. Calculate the probability of an event; construct 
simple possibility spaces (e.g. for the throw of a 
coin and a die); work out the combined 
probability outcomes of two independent events. 

Calculate the probability for combined events, 
using possibility space diagrams and tree diagrams 
where appropriate. (In tree diagrams outcomes will 
be clearly and consistently illustrated). 
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Practical Work 
 
 
 
Marks 

 
� 15% of the total marks for this examination are allotted to the practical experience 

of the candidates. This will be assessed by the schools during the candidates’ 
course of study. 

� The mark of the practical work is to be based on the average mark of the best 
fifteen (15) experiments. 

 
Moderation � Laboratory Report books are to be available at the candidates’ schools for 

moderation by the Markers’ Panel. 
� When monitoring the candidates’ Laboratory Report Books, the Markers’ Panel 

will look for evidence that the candidates have actually carried out practical work 
and were capable of: 

                      (a)  following verbal and written instructions; 
                      (b)  planning and organizing practical work; 
                      (c)  handling laboratory apparatus; 
                      (d)  carrying out and recording observations and measurements, and 
                      (e) processing experimental data and drawing conclusions from them. 
 

 Private Candidates � Private candidates who left school before 1994 will not be expected to present their 
laboratory report books. Their mark will be obtained by pro-rating of the written 
papers. 

� Candidates who studied the subject at school and are re-sitting the subject may 
carry forward the practical report mark from a previous session. 

� Candidates who have never studied the subject at school but have covered the 
coursework privately will be expected to present their coursework to the MATSEC 
Board by the date indicated by the board. Candidates will be asked to attend for an 
oral examination about their practical work. 

 
 
Notes for teachers on practical work and moderation 
 
 
Aims of practical 
work 

 
Through practical work candidates should be able to carry out experimental and 
investigative work in which they plan procedures, use precise and systematic ways of 
making measurements and observations, analyze and evaluate evidence and relate this 
to scientific knowledge and understanding. 

 
Learning outcomes A candidate must be able to: 

� recall, understand, use and apply the scientific knowledge set out in the 
syllabus; 

� communicate scientific observations, ideas and arguments using a range of 
scientific and technical vocabulary and appropriate scientific and 
mathematical conventions; 

� evaluate relevant scientific information and make informed judgments about 
it. 
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Examples of 
Experiments 

 
In order to ensure that experiments involving a variety of skills are assigned and 
assessed it is recommended that experiments presented be from different areas such as 
those listed below. This list consists of suggested topics and is not exhaustive.  
 
� Electricity and Magnetism 
� Heat 
� Lenses 
� Measurement 
� Waves 
� Energy and Energy Transfer 
 
A number of types of activity may be used such as: 
 
� Skill development [e.g. The use of circuits for measuring current and voltage] 
� Open-ended enquiry [e.g. What factors affect the sag of a bridge] 
� Testing a given prediction [e.g. Electromagnets with more coils are stronger] 
� Verifying a law [e.g. The relationship between force and acceleration could lead to 

a study of Newton’s second law of motion] 
 
It is recommended that experiments in each area include investigations. Simple 
experiments conducted with the help of data loggers are also recommended. 
 
Examples of experiments that may be carried out include those listed below. This list 
is intended as a guide and teachers should not feel restricted in their choice of 
experiments and investigations. 
 
Electricity and Magnetism 

(i) Measuring current and voltage in series and parallel circuits. 
(ii) Finding out which magnet is the most powerful. 
(iii) Determination of the resistance of a circuit component. 
(iv) Measurement of the efficiency of an electric motor. 

Waves 
(i) Verifying the laws of reflection for a plane mirror. 
(ii) Locating images formed by a plane mirror. 
(iii)  Determination of the critical angle for glass. 
(iv) Measuring the speed of water waves. 

Energy Resources and Energy Transfer 
(i) Comparing energy losses by radiation from different surfaces. 
(ii) Measurement of efficiency using an inclined plane. 
(iii) Comparing the potential and kinetic energy changes of falling objects. 

Investigations 
(i) Investigating the effect on lamp brightness or current when varying the 

number of lamps or batteries in a series circuit. 
(ii) Investigating the factors that affect the strength of an electromagnet. 
(iii) Investigating the factors that affect the size and direction of the current in a 

coil of wire as a result of electromagnetic induction. 
(iv) Investigating changes in time taken for falling object to reach the ground. 
(v) Investigating the design of a model parachute. 
(vi) Investigating the factors affecting the size of a shadow. 
(vii) Investigating the refraction of light by a glass/Perspex block and triangular 

prism. 
(viii) Investigating how insulation affects heat loss from a container of hot water. 
(ix) Investigating how temperature affects the speed of evaporation. 
(x) Investigating the factors which affect the bounce height of a ball. 
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Assessment In assessing one would look for and award evidence of: 
 
Planning 
� A simple safe procedure has been planned. 
� A prediction has been made and a fair test planned. 
� Appropriate equipment has been selected. 
� Scientific knowledge and understanding has been used to plan a procedure. 
� A suitable range of measurements has been chosen. 
� A detailed strategy has been planned. 
 
Observation 
� Equipment has been used safely to obtain measurements. 
� Appropriate measurements have been taken. 
� The measurements have been recorded clearly and accurately in tables. 
� The measurements are sufficient, appear to be accurate and have been repeated. 
 
Analysis 
� The student has explained what has been found out. 
� A graph has been drawn to present the findings where applicable. 
� A trend has been identified. 
� Numerical methods have been used to process the evidence. 
� A conclusion has been drawn and linked to scientific knowledge and 

understanding. 
� The student has explained how the results match or do not match the original 

prediction. 
 
Evaluation 
� Relevant comment about the procedure and evidence obtained. 
� The accuracy of the results and any sources of error are discussed. 
� The suitability of procedures are evaluated. 
 
Communicating results 
� Report written in an acceptable format. 
� Use of technical vocabulary 
� Proper format in presentation of results including tabulation, graphs etc. 
� Ability to justify conclusions reached verbally and during class discussions 
  

Marking Criteria Criteria Marks 

Actual conduct of experiment including handling of apparatus 5 

Format of experiment report to include date, title of experiment, aim 
and procedure performed. 

2 

Clear, neat fully-labelled diagram of apparatus used during the 
experiment 

2 

Results obtained by observations in the form of a table and graph with 
labelled axes if applicable. 

2 

Discussion of precautions undertaken to ensure accuracy in the results 
observed. 

2 

Discussion of results obtained in view of the aim of the experiment. 2 

 15 

 

The above criteria provide benchmarks for teachers when awarding marks. Moderators 
will follow these criteria whenever possible. 
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Moderation � Lab books should be grouped by class. 

� When more than one lab book is presented by a student, these should be bound 
together in some way. 

� A sheet listing the experiments presented and the marks assigned should be 
attached inside the lab book. The experiments presented should be clearly marked. 

� The experiments presented should be representative of the different sections of the 
syllabus. 

� The experiments should be corrected and a mark (out of 15) given. 

� Standard experimental analysis involving tables, graphs, gradients and statements 
of precautions taken should be evident in at least some of the experiments 
presented. 

� The experiments presented whenever possible should be the work of the student. 
Reports of demonstrations while valid in their own right, should not be considered 
when choosing the best 15 experiments, except where valid reasons, such as the 
apparatus involved is very expensive, are provided.  Even when there is a valid 
reason not more than 5 reports of demonstrations should be presented. 

 
� When demonstrations are carried out with apparatus which is very expensive such 

as data loggers then if possible students can carry out the experiments in small 
groups and take it in turns to take different sets of readings by varying one variable 
at a time.  Then each group can present their readings to the whole class and graph 
plotting and discussion carried out on an individual basis.  

 

CANDIDATES MAY BE CALLED FOR AN INTERVIEW ABOUT THE IR 
WORK.  

 
Results 
 
 
Grades awarded 

 
Candidates sitting for Paper I and Paper IIA may qualify for Grades 1, 2 , 3, 4  or 5. 
The results of candidates who do not obtain at least a Grade 5 shall remain 
Unclassified (U). 
 
Candidates sitting for Paper I and Paper IIB may qualify for Grades 4, 5, 6 or 7. The 
results of candidates who do not obtain at least a Grade 7 shall remain Unclassified 
(U). 
 

 
Grade descriptors 

 
 Grade 1 

Candidates are able to: 
Grade 5 

Candidates are able to: 
Grade 7 

Candidates are able to: 
Knowledge and 
Understanding 

� recall and show 
understanding of a wide 
range of scientific facts, 
principles, concepts and 
practical techniques across 
all the physics syllabus; 

� use consistently the correct 
scientific vocabulary and 
units; 

� use consistently scientific or 
mathematical conventions as 

� recall and show 
understanding of a range of 
scientific facts, principles, 
concepts and practical 
techniques across parts of the 
physics syllabus; 

� use the correct scientific 
vocabulary in a number of 
cases but not consistently; 

� use scientific or 
mathematical conventions in 

� recall and show 
understanding of a limited 
range of scientific facts, 
principles, concepts and 
practical techniques across 
parts of the physics syllabus; 

� use the correct scientific 
vocabulary in a very few 
cases; 

� use scientific or 
mathematical conventions in 
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used in physics; 
� apply physics pricinciples in 

everyday situations 
consistently; 

� show a very good 
understanding of the 
development of principles by 
key scientists within a 
historical context; 

� demonstrate a very good 
understanding of how 
scientific theories can be 
changed by new evidence 
and identify areas of 
uncertainity in physics. 

most of the instances; 
� apply physics principles in 

some everyday situations; 
� show a good understanding 

of the development of 
principles by key scientists 
within a historical context; 

� demonstrate a good 
understanding of how 
scientific theories can be 
changed by new evidence 
and identify areas of 
uncertainity in physics. 

few cases; 
� apply physics principles in 

only a few everyday 
situations; 

� show a very limited 
understanding of the 
development of prinicples by 
key scientists within a 
historical context; 

� demonstrate a very limited 
understanding of how 
scientific theories can be 
changed by new evidence 
and identify only some areas 
of uncertainity in physics. 

Application of 
knowledge 
through 
problem solving 

� link the different areas of the 
syllabus in a meaningful 
way; 

� give a very good 
interpretation of data 

   presented; 
� carry out most calculations in 

an accurate manner; 
� use knowledge of physics 

processes and concepts in 
both familiar and unfamiliar 
situations. 

� use and apply scientific 
knowledge and 
understanding in some 
general contexts; 

� give a good interpretation of 
data presented; 

� carry out a number of 
calculations in an accurate 
manner; 

� use knowledge of physics 
processes and concepts in 
familiar situations and apply 
them to unfamiliar situations 
within limitations. 

� use and apply scientific 
knowledge and 
understanding in a few 
general contexts; 

� give a very limited 
interpretation of data 
presented; 

� carry out only a very few 
calculations in an accurate 
manner; 

� use a very limited knowledge 
of physics processes and 
concepts in familar 
situations. 

Experimental 
skills 

� plan and carry out 
experiments related to all 
areas of the syllabus; 

� make clear and very good 
systematic observations in 
experiments; 

� use safe and accurate 
practical techniques; 

� record and represent data 
accurately using a variety of 
methods; 

� interpret graphs in terms of 
patterns, trends, anomalous 
observations and salient 
features; 

� recognise limitations in the 
evidence; 

� draw conclusions based on 
scientific knowledge and 
understanding; 

� suggest improvements that 
would enable them to collect 
more reliable data; 

� communicate the data in a 
clear and accurate manner. 

� plan and carry out 
experiments related to a 
number of areas in the 
syllabus; 

� make good  systematic 
observations in experiments; 

� use safe and good practical 
techniques; 

� record and represent data 
using a variety of methods; 

� interpret graphs including 
best straight line graphs, in 
terms of patterns, trends, 
anomalous observations and 
salient features; 

� suggest improvements that 
would enable them to collect 
more reliable data;  

� communicate the data in a 
clear manner. 

� plan and carry out 
experiments related to a few 
areas of the syllabus; 

� make only simple systematic 
observations in experiments; 

� use safe and good practical 
techniques; 

� record and represent data; 
� interpret straight line graphs 

in simple terms; 
� appreciate that improvements 

in their experiments and 
repeated readings would 
enable them to collect more 
reliable data; 

� communicate the data in an 
appropriate manner. 

Positive 
attitudes 

� synthesise their knowlege of 
science and evaluate how it 
affects the quality of life; 

� use their knowledge and 
understanding of science to 
make informed choices. 

� use their knowledge of 
science to understand how it 
affects the quality of life; 

� use their knowledge and 
understanding of science in 
everyday life situtations. 

� understand that science can 
affect the quality of life; 

� understand the importance of 
science in everyday life. 
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SYLLABUS 
 
 Unit 

 
Content  Notes 

                     
1.0  Measurements 
 
1.1 

 
Length 

 
Use and describe the use of rulers and 
measuring cylinders to determine a length or a 
volume 
 

 
Use of micrometer and 
vernier is not expected. 

1.2 Time Use and describe the use of clocks and 
stopwatches to determine an interval of time 
 

State units for time, 
e.g. seconds, hours etc. 

1.3 Mass Use and describe the use of balances, 
including an electronic balance, to determine 
the mass of an object 
 

State that mass is 
measured in 
kilogrammes 

1.4 
 
 
 
 
1.5 

Density 
 
 
 
 
Units 

Describe an experiment to determine the 
density of a liquid and of a regularly or 
irregularly shaped solid and make the 
necessary calculations 
 
All physical quantities should be  
accompanied by SI units 
 

State and use the 
equation: 
Density = 
mass/volume. 
State units for density: 
kg/m3 and g/cm3 

 
2.0  Forces 
 
2.1 

 
Stretching Materials 

 
Use a newton balance to measure forces 
 
 
Describe the behaviour of a helical spring and 
a rubber band when subjected to an increasing 
force, including Hooke’ s Law  
 
Understand the meaning of elastic limit 
 

 
State that force is 
measured in newtons. 
 
State and use Hooke’s 
law to solve simple 
problems. 
 
Experimental 
investigation of the 
relationship between 
force and the extension 
of a helical spring. 
 

2.2 Pressure Use of the equation, 
 
 
 
 
Describe situations where a force applied on a 
small area produces a large pressure 
 
Describe situations where a force applied on a 
large area produces a small pressure. 
 

State that the standard 
unit of pressure is  the 
Pascal (N/m²) 

2.3 Pressure in liquids Understand that liquids transmit pressure in all 
directions enabling force to be multiplied  
 
Describe one every day application of 
hydraulics. 
 

Numerical calculations 
are expected. 
e.g. car brakes 
 
 
 

Area

Force Normal
  Pressure =



SEC Syllabus (2009): Physics 

 10 

Apply the equation of Pressure to   
simple hydraulic machines 
 
Relate the pressure beneath a liquid surface to 
depth and to density 
 

 
 
 
Use of the equation 
P = ρρρρ.g.h is required 

2.4 Atmospheric Pressure Understand that the atmosphere exerts a 
pressure 
 
Know that atmospheric pressure may be 
measured by a barometer 
 
Understand that atmospheric pressure 
decreases to zero with increase in height 
above the Earth’s surface 
 
Appreciate that changes in atmospheric 
pressure may indicate a change in the weather 

 
 
 
Details of construction 
are not required 

 
2.5 

 
Pressure in Gases 

 
Describe qualitatively how the pressure of a 
fixed mass of gas is affected by changes in its 
temperature and volume. 

 
Kinetic theory should 
be revised 
 
 

 
3.0  Turning Effect of Forces 
 
3.1 

 
Moment of a Force 

 
State that the turning effect of a force depends 
on the size of the force and the perpendicular 
distance from the pivot to the line of action of 
the force 
 
 
Use the equation 
Moment = Force x Perpendicular distance 
from pivot to line of action of force 
 

 
Identify turning effect 
with the moment of a 
force.  Illustrate by 
describing some 
practical applications 
of levers, e.g. spanner, 
door/window handles 
etc. 
 
State appropriate units 
for moment, e.g. Nm 
 

3.2 Principle of Moments Describe an experiment, involving vertical 
forces, to verify that there is no net moment 
on a body in equilibrium 
 
Understand that the weight of an object acts at 
its centre of mass 
 
Be familiar with the two conditions for 
equilibrium of a body 
 
Solve problems on simple balanced systems 

Experimental 
investigations are 
expected. 
 
Use of equation to 
solve simple problems 
where bodies are 
supported by one pivot 
only. 
 
 
 

 
4.0  Motion 
 
4.1 

 
Linear Motion 

 
Use 
 

in time change

ntdisplacemein  change=Velocity  

 
 

 
Use of equation limited 
to situations where 
direction of 
displacement does not 
change. 
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Interpret displacement-time graphs and  
calculate velocity from such graphs 
Use 
 

in time change

yin velocit change
 A =ncceleratio  

 
Interpret velocity-time graphs and calculate 
displacement and acceleration from such 
graphs 
 
State the factors which affect braking distance 
and thinking distance 
 
Understand that 
Stopping distance = Thinking distance + 
Braking distance 
 
Appreciate that bodies falling freely have the 
same acceleration 
Use the equations: 
 
v = u + a.t 
s = {(u + v)/2}.t 
s = ut + ½at2 
 
 
 
 
Describe how to find the acceleration of free 
fall by timing a falling object 
 
 

 
 
Use of equation limited 
to situations where 
direction of velocity 
does not change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The use of this 
equation is limited to 
situations where bodies 
start from rest. 
 
Experimental 
investigations are 
required. 

 
5.0  Forces and Motion 
 
5.1 

 
Newton’s Laws of 
Motion 

 
Understand that objects continue moving with 
constant velocity or remain at rest when all the 
forces acting on them balance  
 
Understand that an unbalanced force acting on 
an object gives the object an acceleration in 
the direction of the force 
 
Use the equations: F = m.a and W = m.g  
 
Appreciate that when an object A exerts a 
force on object B, object B exerts an equal 
force in the opposite direction  
 
Understand that for a body moving through a 
medium, resistive forces depend on body 
shape and speed 
 
Understand that forces acting on a body which 
has reached terminal speed are balanced 
 

 
Experimental 
investigations are 
expected. 
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6.0  Momentum 
 
6.1 
 
6.2 

 
Momentum 
 
Law of conservation of 
momentum 

 
Define momentum as the product of mass  
and velocity 
 
Understand that when two objects moving in 
one direction interact, their total momentum is 
conserved if there are no external forces 
acting on them  
 
Use the principle of conservation of 
momentum in the collision of two objects and 
the explosion of an object  
 
Use and apply the equation: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
State the units of 
momentum as kg m/s 
 
An experimental 
approach is expected 
 
 
 
Calculations involving 
the principle are 
expected. 
 
Apply equation to 
practical situations like 
the packaging of 
fragile objects, the 
action of crumple 
zones and seat belts 
 

 
7.0  Energy, Work and Power 
 
7.1 
 
 
 
 
7.2 
 
 
 
 

 
Energy 
 
 
 
 
Energy Sources 

 
Give examples of energy in different forms, 
its conversion and conservation and apply the 
principle of conservation of energy to simple 
examples 
 
Classify energy sources as renewable and non-
renewable  
 
Give examples of each class  
 
State the advantages and disadvantages of 
fossil fuel, nuclear, wind, hydroelectric, solar 
and biomass sources of energy  
 
Draw and explain energy flow diagrams 
through steady state systems such as a 
filament lamp, a power station, a vehicle 
travelling at constant speed on a level road 
 

 
State that energy is 
measured in joules. 

7.3 Work Use: 
 
Work = force x distance moved in the 
direction of force 
 
Use: 
 
Gravitational Potential Energy =  
Work done in raising a mass against its 
weight = m.g.h., and 
 
Kinetic Energy = m.v2/2 
 

 

7.4 
 
 
 
 

Power 
 
 
 
 

Use: 
Power = work done (converted 
energy)/time take 
 
 

State that power is 
measured in watts 
 
 
 

in time) (Change

momentum)in  (Change
  Force=
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7.5 
 

Energy Efficiency Understand the efficient use of energy in the 
context of the home, heating and cooling of 
buildings, and of the internal combustion 
engine 
 
 
 
Understand the effect on energy resources of 
the efficient use of these resources, 
considering pollution and running costs  
 
Contrast the efficiencies of energy conversion 
devices by comparing energy input and useful 
energy output  
 
Use the equation: 
Efficiency = useful energy output/ total 
energy input 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Efficiency may be 
expressed as a 
percentage 
 

 
8.0  Heat Energy 
 
8.1 
 
 
 
8.2 

 
Temperature 
 
 
 
Heat  

 
Know that temperature is a measure of the  
Degree of hotness and is measured in degrees 
Celcius or Kelvin 
 
Know that a change in temperature may be 
caused by energy transfer and that a 
temperature difference may cause energy 
transfer called heat 
 
Definition of specific heat capacity. 
 
Use  the equation: 
Energy transfer = mass x specific heat 
capacity X temperature change 
 
Describe experiments by which the specific 
heat capacity of a solid and a liquid may be 
determined, using an electrical heater of 
known power or joulemeter 
 
Describe one everyday effect due to the 
relatively large specific heat of water 
 

 
Conversions from 
degrees Celcius to 
Kelvin is not expected 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State that the unit for 
specific heat is J/kgoC.  

8.3 Heat Transfer Give examples of good and bad conductors of 
heat and describe their uses  
 
Appreciate that convection currents in gases 
and liquids involve movement of the fluid due 
to differences in density 
 
Describe the role of convection in space 
heating  
 
Understand that insulation reduces energy 
transfer by conduction and convection  
 
Understand that everyday objects radiate 
energy in the form of waves (infra-red) which 
form part of the electromagnetic 
spectrum 
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Appreciate that the power radiated increases 
with increase in temperature  
 
 
Describe experiments to show the properties 
of good and bad emitters and good and bad 
absorbers of infra-red radiation 
 
Identify and explain some of the everyday 
applications and consequences of heat 
radiation, including the ‘greenhouse effect’ 
 

 
9.0  Waves 
 
9.1   

 
Waves 

 
Describe what is meant by wave motion as 
illustrated by vibration in ropes, springs and 
by experiments with water waves 
 
Understand that waves are a means of energy 
transfer without transfer of matter 
 
Understand the meaning of the term wavefront 
 
Distinguish between transverse and 
longitudinal waves and give examples  
 

 
An experimental 
approach is desirable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experimental 
investigations are 
expected, e.g. slinky 
springs. 
 

  Interpret displacement-distance graphs for 
transverse waves 
 
State the meaning of the terms frequency,  
periodic time, wavelength, wave velocity, 
amplitude  
 
Understand that the wave frequency is 
determined by the source 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify wavelength and amplitude in 
transverse and longitudinal waves 
 
Use: 
Frequency = 1/periodic time 
 
Wave speed = frequency x wavelength  
 
 
Describe the effect on wavelength of change 
in frequency of the vibrator in a ripple tank 
 
 
Describe the use of a ripple tank to 
demonstrate reflection of waves  
 
Describe the formation, and give the 
characteristics, of an optical image by a plane 
mirror 
Use the law: 
Angle of incidence = Angle of reflection 

 
 
 
 
State that frequencies 
are measured in hertz.  
 
 
 
Experimental 
investigations are 
expected 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


